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6. Greater permanence of effect. I have 
by this method permanently cured some 
cases of long standing after they had resisted 
all the usual treatment. Two cases of cepha- 
laigia I mentioned before. One case of se- 
vere neuralgia that had resisted the internal 
we of quinia, iron,etc., for some weeks, given 
by others, yielded promptly and permanently 
toone injection of quinia two grains, morphia 
sulph. 4 grain; and this notwithstanding the 
exciting cause (old decaying teeth) still re- 
mained. This was more than I anticipated 
for the remedy or patient. 

Many instances are now recorded of long 
ttanding and obstinate neuralgia, paralysis, 
tte., being relieved by one or a very few in- 
jections. For authority to establish this fact 
ve have only to refer to the writing of such 
men as Hunter, Anstie, Wood, Ruppaner, 
Bartholow, and others. 

1. Purity of action. By the stomach a drug 
may be so far changed by chemical action and 
teactions as to either neutralize or entirely 
thange its action; but this cannot occur where 
itissimply placed within the immediate grasp 
of the circulating fluid, or at most not to a 
mfficient extent to neutralize its action. 

8. Safety of the method. The dangers and 
tsadvaniages have been tieated of before. 
We have very few really valuable therapeutic 

Means that are perfectly free from danger. 





Persons have been injected as often as 2000 and 
3000 times without accident or danger being 
manifest. 

Can any powerful means show a better re- 
cord? Would not the administration of a sim- 
ple emetic to that number be attended with 
more serious results? Oreven of an opiate suf- 
ficient to relieve severe pain? HUNTER speaks 
of an experience of 2000 cases annually with- 
out any bad results being noticed. If the direc- 
tions I have already given are strictly followed, 
I deem it almost impossible for a serious se- 
quence to follow. I do not know, nor could I 
give even a rough idea of the number of times 
I have used it in treating various diseases, 
yet have seen nothing ill from it beyond ver- 
tigo, temporarily produced, or severe yomit- 
ing; this latter being the exception, not the 
rule. In but one case was there any abscess, 
and that small. Ina word, I deem it as safe 
as any valuable remedy we possess, and far 
safer than many which the majority of physi- 
cians use. 

9. Avoidance of Exhaustion.* Pain and 
spasm, and still more so, congestive intermit- 
tents, rapidly reduce the natural powers of 
the system. Now, if by this method we can 
stop, absolutely stop,a severe colic, cholera mor- 
bus, cholera, convulsions or neuralgia, in from 
thirty minutes to several hours sooner than by 
any other means, it is very certain that by 
preventing so much suffering we save very 
much of the vital power of the system, thus 
increasing our ability to save life, as well as 
prevent fearful suffering. What practitioner 
has not seen cases of some one of the above 
named diseases, where he knew he could save 
life if he could only get his remedies to act 
before the vital powers of the system gave 
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way? This is the means with which, if not to 
save life, certainly a vast deal of suffering to 
our patients. In many of these cases both the 
stomach and rectum fail to act with sufficient 
promptness to afford relief before exhaustion 
occurs. 

10. Avoidance of unpleasant symptoms. 
This is of marked advantage in some cases. 
I have given morphia subcutaneously when I 
dared not give it by the stomach on account 
of idiosyncracy. I have one patron subject 
to colic, who had as well suffer from the dis- 
ease as the remedy, if given by the stomach, 
but who seldom complains of it if given hypo- 
dermically. Other interesting instances might 
be related. Dr. B. F. MAUREY, of Miss., re- 
lates a case of sciatica where the man, though 
in terrible pain, thought he would rather en- 
dure the pain than the effects of the morphia 
by the stomach, but nevertheless it was ad- 
ministered by this method daily for several 
weeks before the patient even suspected he 
was influenced by that remedy. In those 
cases, however, that are unpleasantly affect- 
ed by this method, the bad sequences can be 
avoided by combining with the morphia the sulph. 
atropia ; say the 1-140 of a grain of the latter 
to 4 grain of the former. I have tried this so 
often that I know whereof I speak. Brom. 
potass. will also relieve these troubles to some 
extent. 


11. Ability to affect the system by this me- 
method, where it is difficult or impossible to do 
so by the usual plan of administration. This 
is decidedly an important advantage, if indeed 
not the most important of all. If it had no other 
advantage than this one it would be entitled 
to a high therapeutic rank. 

In cases of severe shock or extreme pain, 
the stomach very often fails to respond to 
remedies ; but in cholera morbus, cholera, 
colic,and gastritis, where every thing admin- 
istered, however bland, is immediately cast 
off, and in convulsions, tetanus, or muscular 
spasm, the result of poisoning from any agent, 
it is especially useful. 

I have witnessed relief from severest cases 
of cholera morbus and colic, in ten minutes. In 
cholora it is a sheet anchor, stopping the 
cramping, vomiting and purging in a remarka- 
bly short space of time. I am satisfied from 
careful observation that it is our best means 
of relief in gastritis. I shall give a case further 
on. I have witnessed the hypodemic injec- 
tion ofa i, gr. of morph. stop an hysterical 
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convulsion like magic, when the eyes of friends 
were wet with tears for the danger they sup- 
posed to be imminent. In ‘etanus I have no 
experience since I have employed this means 
of relief, but it certainly must be highly valu- 
able. For this physostigmat and morphia are, 
no doubt, among the best remedies. Cases 
reported by others are not numerous, but 
enough to show it to be of inestimable value. 


In muscular spasm it generally affords com- 
plete relief in five or, at most, ten minutes, 
Remedies injected into the subcutaneous cel- 
lular tissue will act on the system when they 
cannot, from muscular rigidity, be placed into 
the mouth or swallowed; or, if swallowed, 
cannot be retained long enough to have any 
effect ; or, if retained, may be neutralized by 
the chemical action of the secretions of the 
stomach or bowels. A remedy under certain 
conditions may also be entirely changed in 
the character of its action when thrown into 
the stomach. 

But none of these conditions can check, neutral- 
ize, or in any way obviate the effect of a hypo- 
dermic injection. Its effects will be equally rapid 
under nearly all conditions and circumstances of 
the patient. 

CasE I.—I wascalled to Mr. F., who was suf- 
fering from a severe pain in the stomach and 
left lumbar region. The pain atthe time was 
intense; had been growing worse for several 
days, during which time he had consulted sev- 
eral physicians in succession, each of them 
able in their profession. Opium or morphia 
was given him liberally, but without relief, or 
even an approach toit. As soon as possible, I 
gave, hypodermically, one-fourth grain of mor- 
phia, which relieved him in ten minutes com- 
pletely. In twenty-four heurs it returned; 
same relief as before. This pain continued 
to recur for several days, being caused bya 
large lumbar abscess. I tried opium by the 
stomach during the time, but to no effect. 
Here is a case relieved where opium signally 
failed by the stomach. 

CasE II.—I was called to Mrs.S. Pain in 
gastric region very intense ; extremities cold; 
profuse cold sweat ; diagnosed passage of bil- 
iary calculi, which afterwards proved true. 
Nothing whatever could be retained, but wa 
immediately vomited. Gave } gr. morph. Be 
lief complete in twenty minutes, but left great 

t Physcstigma and strichnia ace antidotal to each othe 


Hence by this method, no matter how rigid the muscle 
of the jaws, the antidote can be effectively used. 
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soreness a little to right of median line at 
edge of ribs; no bad sequele. 

CasEIII.—Mrs. 8. Case of severe dysentery; 
tenesmus extreme ; stomach irritable. Many 
reme lies had been used without apparent relief; 
gave 4 gr. morphia by injection under the skin. 
Relief for six hours. Repeated with same re- 
lief; four injections effecting a cure, except of 
course the resulting debility. 

CasE IV.—Mrs. Threatened with 
abortion ; slight hemorrhagic discharge ; en- 
joined quietude, and opiates freely. In twelve 
hours no relief; gave by injection 4 gr. mor- 
phia, with entire relief; three injections put- 
ting entire stop to all unfavorable symptoms. 

CasE V.—Mrs.G., astout, healthy woman ; 
taken with gastritis. Nothing whatever could 
be retained ; the vomiting was as nearly con. 
stant as any case I ever saw. After many 
fruitless attempts by the usual methods to 
allay the vomiting, I injected over the stomach 
1-5 gr. morphia, with 1-140 gr. atropia. Partial 
relief. Repeated it in six hours. Complete 
relief for ten hours. In this case about 30 in- 
jections were used befere permanent relief 
from the disease was afforded. Even then very 
bland remedies would cause a return of the 
trouble. As she was greatly exhausted, hav- 
ing taken very little nourishment for two weeks, 
she was nourished per enema. I injected 
oncea day a grain of quinine. She always 
expressed herself as feeling stronger after 
each portion thus given. The bowels were 
opened throughout this time by enema, when 
required. I firmly believe this case would 
have terminated fatally if treated by any of the 
plans usually adopted in such cases. 

CasE VI.—Mr. M——, taken with cholera 
morbus about 3 A.M.; vomiting frequent; stools 
large and free, accompanied by severe pain. 
By 4 A. M. the pain, vomiting and purging 
Were very severe. He used laudanum, soda, 
mustard, pepper tea, hot whisky, etc., but 
continued to grow worse. I saw him at six 
A. M., when I found him with very cold and 
cramped extremities. Cold, profuse sweat 
over the surface; pulse very feeble; vomit- 
ing, purging and cramping almost continuous. 
Immediately gave him 4 gr. morphia sulph. 
Heat to the extremities. In five minutes was 
easy ; in ten perfect relief. 

Case VII.—Mr. McE. had severe torticol- 
lis; could not move the head without pain. 

i gt. morphia in twenty minutes afforded com- 
plete comfort. 
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CasE VIII.--Mrs. P., subject of a severe 
frontal neuralgia for two weeks ‘past; was 
very weak ; tongue heavily coated ; feverish ; 
occasional nausea, etc. Gave 2 grs. qui- 
nia and one-sixth gr. morphia. No further 
pain. A free cathartic and tonics were after- 
ward administered with benefit. 

CasE IX.—Mrs. McC., subject to spasmodic 
asthma. Ina severe attack gave 1-96 gr. of 
atropia with } gr.morphia. Complete relief 
in ten minutes. : 

These cases could be multiplied intermin- 
ably but it is useless to do so. 

Dr. J. E. GARRIsON* relates several cases 
of complete and rapid relief from and during 
the paroxysm of congestive chills. The re. 
port is well worth perusal. He used morphia. 


That quinia will cut short this disease by 
this method is beyond question. I can now 
see where I could (as I believe) have saved 
some cases by this method had I known its 
great advantages in former years, and had the 
means for using it. It will cut short a com- 
mon chill very soon ; and if given an hour be- 
fore its time, will almost invariably prevent it 
from occurring. If combined with morphia it 
will cut it short in ten to twenty minutes. I 
have very little belief in the abortive treat- 
ment of an inflammation, but I believe a pleu- 
ritis, peritonitis and diseases of this class are 
far more apt to be aborted if treated thus, and 
early, than by any other method. Recently I 
saw a case that had all the evidences of an at- 
tack of pleuritis, that any one could desire to 
pronounce itso. I gave 4 gr. morphia. In 
five minutes the pain ceased and never re- 
cured. The patient for two days had slight 
fever and great general indisposition, but 
otherwise recovered rapidly, without any other 
treatment except a cathartic. I know it is 
argued by some that this is not a curative 
measure ; that it has no influence in changing 
cell metamorphosis, retarding or increasing 
any of the secretions, and moreover, that it is 
dangerous to apply it unless in exceptional 
cases. 

To this I must say that remedies thus ad- 
ministered have nearly the same physiologi- 
cal and therapeutical effects as when adminis- 
tered by the mouth. This being so, if a 
disease can be cured by the old method, it can 
certainly by the new, for it is more rapid and 
powerful. Experience has taught me to 
believe that some cases can be cured by this 


*Amer. Jour. Med. Sci., April, 1870, p. 571. 
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soreness a little to right of median line at 
edge of ribs; no bad sequelee. 

U'asE III.—Mrs. S. Case of severe dysentery; 
tenesmus extreme ; stomach irritable. Many 
rene lies had been used without apparent relief; 
gave { gr.morphia by injection under the skin. 
Relief for six hours. Repeated with same re- 
lief; four injections effecting a cure, except of 
course the resulting debility. 

Case 1V.—Mrs. ————._ Threatened with 
abortion; slight hemorrhagic discharge ; en- 
joined quietude, and opiates freely. In twelve 
hours no relief; gave by injection 4 gr. mor- 
phia, with entire relief; three injections put- 
ting entire stop to all unfavorable symptoms. 

CasE V.—Mrs.G., astout, healthy woman ; 
taken with gastritis. Nothing whatever could 
be retained; the vomiting was as nearly con. 
stant as any case I ever saw. After many 
fruitless attempts by the usual methods to 
allay the vomiting, I injected over the stomach 
1-5 gr. morphia, with 1-140 gr. atropia. Partial 
relief. Repeated it in six hours. Complete 
relief for ten hours. In this case about 30 in- 
jections were used befere permanent relief 
from the disease was afforded. Even then very 
bland remedies would cause a return of the 
trouble. As she was greatly exhausted, hav- 
ing taken very little nourishment for two weeks, 
she was nourished per enema. I injected 
oncea day a grain of quinine. She always 
expressed herself as feeling stronger after 
each portion thus given. The bowels were 
opened throughout this time by enema, when 
required. I firmly believe this case would 
have terminated fatally if treated by any of the 
plans usually adopted in such cases. 

CasE VI.—Mr. M——, taken with cholera 
morbus about 3 A.M.; vomiting frequent; stools 
large and free, accompanied by severe pain. 
By4 A.M. the pain, vomiting and purging 
were very severe. He used laudanum, soda, 
mustard, pepper tea, hot whisky, etc., but 
continued to grow worse. I saw him at six 
A. M., when I found him with very cold and 
cramped extremities. Cold, profuse sweat 
over the surface; pulse very feeble; vomit- 
ibg, purging and cramping almost continuous. 
Iwmediately gave him 4 gr. morphia sulph. 
Heat to the extremities. In five minutes was 
tasy ; in ten perfect relief. 

Case VII.—Mr. McE. had severe torticol- 
lis; could not move the head without pain. 
4 gt. morphia in twenty minutes afforded com- 
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Case VIII.--Mrs. P., subject of a severe 
frontal neuralgia for two weeks \past ; was 
very weak ; tongue heavily coated; feverish ; 
occasional nausea, etc. Gave 2 grs. qui- 
nia and one-sixth gr. morphia. No further 
pain. A free cathartic and tonics were after- 
ward administered with benefit. 

Case IX.—Mrs. McC., subject to spasmodic 
asthma. Ina severe attack gave 1-96 gr. of 
atropia with § gr.morphia. Complete relief 
in ten minutes. 

These cases could be multiplied intermin- 
ably but it is useless to do so. 

Dr. J. E. GARRISON* relates several cases 
of complete and rapid relief from and during 
the paroxysm of congestive chills. The re. 
port is well worth perusal. He used morphia. 

That quinia will cut short this disease by 
this method is beyond question. I can now 
see where I could (as I believe) have saved 
some cases by this method had I known its 
great advantages in former years, and had the 
means for using it. It will cut short a com- 
mon chill very soon ; and if given an hour be- 
fore its time, will almost invariably prevent it 
from occurring. If combined with morphia it 
will cut it short in ten to twenty minutes. I 
have very little belief in the abortive treat- 
ment of an inflammation, but I believe a pleu- 
ritis, peritonitis and diseases of this class are 
far more apt to be aborted if treated thus, and 
early, than by any other method. Recently I 
saw a case that had all the evidences of an at- 
tack of pleuritis, that any one could desire to 
pronounce itso. I gave 4 gr. morphia. In 
five minutes the pain ceased and never re- 
cured. The patient for two days had slight 
fever and great general indisposition, but 
otherwise recovered rapidly, without any other 
treatment except a cathartic. I know it is 
argued by some that this is not a curative 
measure ; that it has no influence in changing 
cell metamorphosis, retarding or increasing 
any of the secretions, and moreover, that it is 
dangerous to apply it unless in exceptional 
cases. 

To this I must say that remedies thus ad- 
ministered have nearly the same physiologi- 
cal and therapeutical effects as when adminis- 
tered by the mouth. This being so, if a 
disease can be cured by the old method, it can 
certainly by the new, for it is more rapid and 
powerful. Experience has taught me to 
believe that some cases can be cured by this 
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that cannot be by the usual plan. But some 
have said and will say, that it does not cure; 
it only palliates. Much depends on one’s 
views as to what constitutes a cure. If Irelieve 
neuralgia, cholera morbus, colic, convulsions, 
so it does not return for weeks, or months or 
never, have I not cured it? 

Were those cases of paralysis treated by 
Charles Hunter, some of which had been stand- | 
ing for years,cured? Their health returned 
under the influence of the medication, and | 
what more does it take toconstitute acure? | 

But even granting that it does only palliate, 
it is entitled to high rank as a therapeutic 
means of treating diseases. 

Some will or have said itis dangerous, and 
that we should not use dangerous remedies. 
Just so! To such I can only say, you had 
better get up a new list of remedies, for we 
have very few really valuable remedies that 
are not dangerous if incautiously given; even 
water is sometimes a dangerous remedy if im- 
properly applied. 

I have been induced to write this article 
because our journals of late say but little on 
the subject, and because it is my duty, as I 
believe, to induce as many regular practition- 
ers as possible to avail themselves of the in- 
estimable advantages of this method. A few 
formulze,and I am done. The best for mor- 
phie is Magendie’s sol., i. e., morphia sulph. 
grs. xvj., aque dest. 3j. Mix and filter. 30 
minims equals a grain. 

To the above, one grain of atropia more or 
less can be added when we desire to combine 
them. As one grain of morpbia equals 1-24 
of atropia in toxic power, from this we can 
manage the dose to produce the effect desired. 
The one beyond all question antidotes the 
other. For atropia alone, gr.j, to aque des- 
tillate 3vj. Four minims an average dose. 
Of strychnia, gr. j.; acid hydrochlor. j., 
aque dest. Ziij. Five minims equal 1-36 gr. 

Of quinie sulph. grs. xx ; acid sulph. arom. 
gtts. xx., aque dest. Ziij. Of this ten minims 
equals a full grain or alittle more. Of phy- 
sostigma, ; gr. should be the commencing 
dose. The solutions should always be care- 
fully filtered to remove foreign particles ; 
should be as nearly neutral as possible, and 
should not be long kept before use as peni- 
cillit develop at the expense of the alkaloid, 
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No very acrid preparation, or one capable of 
coagulating any of the constituents of the cir. 
culating fluid should be used by this method, 
except for the cure of varix or nevus. 












NEW TREATMENT OF DIABETES. 
By James Y. SHearer, M. D., 






Of Sinking Springs, Pa. 





The following report of a case of diabetes, 
by Dr. JAMEs Y.SHEARER, of Sinking Springs, 
Pa., was read at a meeting of the ‘ Medical 
Society of the County of Berks,” held on the 
9t h of May last at Reading ; and as it is of 
more than ordinary interest to the profession— 
in fact marks a “‘ new departure” in the treat. 











































ment of this most distressing and almost incu: 

rable disease, we give it entire, as fusnished 

us by a member of that Society : ¢ 
REPORT. 

On the 10th of September last, 1870, I was al 
called upon to see a Mrs. W., who resided in 0 
a district somewhat malarial. I went and fr 
found her apparently of from 35 to 40 years of th 
age, and in robust health, nothing in her ap- se 
pearance even seeming to indicate disease tit 
but the appearance and expression of her 
eyes, and they might have indicated mental to 
as readily as physical suffering. She informed wil 
me that she was 43 years old ; had been in the Cou 
enjoyment of excellent heath for a long time; # Dr. 
that two days previously, Sept. 8th, she expe # for 
rienced intense thirst, drank water copioasly, tho 
and urinated correspondingly ; that her bowel: line 
were costive, and the feces solid and free oth 
from moisture ; her tongue was dry but clean, @ cor 
and her pulse indicated no undue excitabil: live 
ity. The previous night, from the quantity SI 
indicated, she had drank at least five pints of wee! 
water, and had voided during the same time # I say 
about the same quantity of urine. of tl 

From these symptoms I decided at onc 20tw 
that I had to deal with a case of diabetes. 19% last: 
gave her an ordinary dose of calomel to affei  " « 

her liver, and left her a saline cathartic tog quan 
taken three hours thereafter. On the 12th! ¢d ix 
called to see her, and found her no bette, %me 
rather worse, as the quantity of water drat L., of 
and urine voided had increased perceptibly Dr. L 
I then put her on the alkaline treatment, a0! her te 
directed her to abstain from vegetable #& tried 

ments, and confine herself to animal food. ! pea 








thus rendering it of uncertain strength. 
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obtained some of her urine for the purposed 
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testing it; subjected it to several tests, par- 
ticularly to “* Moore’s Test.” 

I placed in a test-tube two drachms of urine 
and added half its bulk of liquor potass, and 
heated it over a spirit lamp until it boiled. I 
allowed it to boil three minutes, when it be- 
came of a deep brown or bistre tint. The urine 
previous to boiling was pale, almost colorless, 
and so far as I was able to detect, entirely in- 
odorous. 

Mrs. W. was, from September 10th, under 
my treatment for a period of two weeks, dur- 
ing which time I tested the alkaline method 
of treatment, as given in the books and recom- 
mended in medical magazines, to its fullest ex- 
tent. Iconfined the patiert to animal food 
and increased and diminished the quantity of 
medicine, and varied the quantity of ingre~ 
dients, in the hope of finding a combination 
that would afford the desired relief; but none 
could be found. 

During this time her appetite was voracious 
and her thirst unquenchable. The quantity 
of water drank and voided in urine varied 
from three to five quarts a night; and while 
the medicine, given in certain proportions, 
seemed to give relief one day, the same quan- 
tity would make her worse the next day. 

At the end of two weeks her skin seemed 
to be getting more dry and harsh, and, not- 
withstanding all I could do, she was worse. I 
could not disguise that fact. At her request 
Dr. I. W., of Lancaster county, was called in 
for consultation. After, as we thought, a 
thorough examination, we continued the alka- 
line treatment, and gave, in addition, every 
other night, the usual dose of blue mass, to 
correct the secretions, as the functions of her 
liver had become deranged. 

She was under our joint treatment two 
weeks, or till October 10, and during this time 
I saw her almost daily, and finding at the end 
of that time that she was still growing worse, 
notwithstanding our efforts, as she had for the 
last few nights been drinking somewhat over 
six quarts of water and voiding the same 
quantity of urine, and was becoming depress- 
ed in spirits, I suggested consultation with 
some other physician; she suggested Dr. M. 
L., of Reading. As I could not consult with 
Dr. L, I frankly told her I would surrender 
her to his treatment, and that if, after having 
tried him a reasonable length of time, she 
Could not find relief, she should call upon me 
4gain and I would make another effort to re- 
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lieve her. She sent for Dr. L., and he treated 
her for a period of four weeks, or till the 14th 
of November following. On that day she 
sent for me again. I called and found her 
much weaker than when I had abandoned 
her; she complained of great pain in her 
loins, and in the urinary passages when void- 
ing urine ; and, during several nights preced- 
ing November 14, she had drunk from eight to 
ten quarts of water and voided the same quan- 
tity of urine, and had been obliged to arise 
from her bed during each night from twenty- 
five to thirty times to void it. 

As I had, in my former efforts to relieve 
her, exhausted my skill in what I found in the 
“ books” in relation to diabetes, and as I well 
knew from the character of Dr. L. for re- 
search, that any theory which I might have 
failed to test he had not left untried; and 
deeply solicitous as I was to discover some 
remedy to relieve my patient, and not wish- 
ing, in her debilitated condition, to resort 
to any practice or theory dictated by 
my Own judgment which had not the sanction 
of the profession, I resolved to go to the 
** School” to seek relief forher. Accordingly 
on the following day, Nov. 15, I took her to 
Prof. 8. D. Gross, of Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege, Philadelphia. I stated my course of 
treatment to Dr. Gross, when he casually re- 
marked that as the remedies given in the 
books had been tried and tound wanting, we 
would try something not found in the books, 
and prescribed the following : 

R. Tinct. ferri chloridi gtt. xxv. 
Liq. potasse arsenitis, gtt. viij. 
To be taken before each meal. 
R. Opii. pulv., 
Ipecac, pulv., gr. j. 
Quinie sulphat, grs. x. 


To be taken every night at bed time. 
Veritria, 


grs. ij. 
M. 
zi. 

Ung. cetacei, ; j. M. 

The size of a cherry to be rubbed along the 
spine every morning and evening; and directed 
that the patient should drink lager-beer in- 
stead of water, and that she should abstain 
from animal food, and confine herself to a 
vegetable diet. 

I commenced with the new treatment on 
November 16th, lager beer being used, sub- 
stituted, <s much as was possible, for water. 

When I called to see her on the 17th I 
found her very sick, but found that the amount 
of urine voided during that night was very 
greatly reduced, being only seven quarts, a re- 
duction of three quarts from the previous 
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night. On the 18th I found she had voided 
only six quarts of urine, and that she felt 
much better; she was in much better spirits, 
more cheerful. On the 20th, I found she had 
drunk six quarts and voided somewhat more 
than five quarts of urine. She improved 
slowly under this treatment, but not alto- 
gether satisfactorily to myself. On November 
30th I wrote to Dr. Gross, detailing the pro- 
gress made. He directedme togive, in addition 
to the former, every other night, the follow- 
ing: Morphia 1-6 grain; Dover’s powder 10 
grains; sulphate quinine, 10 grains. This 
gave her more rest at night, and reduced the 
quantity of urine voided considerably below a 
gallon, nightiy. This treatment was adhered to 
during the month of December. I would here 
state that several times during that month, as 
lager beer had become nauseous to the 
patient, she abandoned it for water exclu- 
sively, but as her thirst increased, and as in- 
creased drinking occasioned a more abundant 
discharge of urine, she was obliged to go back 
to lager or alternate it with whisky and water. 

About the second week in January, 1871, 
she had improved in appearance, and her con- 
dition was very much better, yet I was not 
satisfied that the great remedy for the malady 
had been discovered, as she was drinking 
nightly five to six pints and voiding about 
the same quantity of urine. About the mid- 
dle of January I wrote to Dr. Gross, stating 
my views and the condition of the patient. 
The doctor directed the giving of tannic 
acid, opium and tincture ergot, in full doses, 
every five, six or eight hours. I then gave 
her 

k. Tannic acid, gr. 10, 
Opii. pulv., gr. ss. 
Three times a day, at 9a. m.: 3 p.m. and 9 p. m, 

And tinct. ergot 3 j, before each meal. 

I commenced ‘with this treatment the last 
week of January, and from the improvement 
made by the third day I concluded that the 
great remedy had been discovered; I be- 
lieved that the arcana of nature had yielded 
her mystery as to this malady, and that 
thenceforth diabetes could have no terrors; 
for while I had administered other medi- 
cines with a trembling hand, and with a faint 
heart as to the ultimate result, a monitor 
within seemed to tell me that this was the 
magic wand by which the demon could be ex- 
orcised, and I administered it with an unfal- 
tering trust. This treatment was continued 
one week, and the quantity of fluid drank du- 
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ring a night was reduced to half a gallon ; the 
quantity of urine voided in the same time was 
somewhat more, the difference being about 
a pint. The next week I increased the medi- 
cine in the following proportions, to wit: 
R. Tannic acid, grs. xv. 

Opii. pulv., gr. j. 

Tinct. ergot, 3ij. 
And gave it three times a day, but changed 
the time of taking the ergot, which had been 
taken before meals, to half an hour after 
meals. 

The quantity of urine voided at night had 
gradually decreased during the week. That 
voided the ast night indicated a reduction of 
about one-half, or slightly less than a quart. 
The next week I increased the doses again; 
gave 

RK. Tannic acid, grs. Xx, 
Opii. pulv., gr. j. 
Tinct. ergot, 3iij. 

The patient continued growing better. I 
would here state that after the first week of 
this, the tannic acid treatment, I permitted 
the patient to abandon lager beer, and sub. 
stituted weak tea in its stead, to be taken al- 
ternately with whisky and water. 

I continued the xx gr. treatment a week, 
and, though the quantity of liquid drank and 
urine voided any night during that time was 
not so materially reduced, yet the condition 
of the patient had improved. 

The next week I gave doses in which tap- 
nic acid was increased to xxv grs.—the opium. 
and the ergot remaining unchanged from last 
combination. 

And though, at the end of that week, the 
progress made in assuaging the patient’s thirst 
and producing the quantity of urine voided 
was satisfactory, taken in connection with her 
improvement generally, yet I believed that 
the full virtue of the medicine had not been 
educed; accordingly I determined upon it 
creasing the doses as follows: tannic acid, 
grs. Xxx; opii. pulv.,gr.1; to be taken fou 
times a day, early in the morning, say be 
tween 5 and 60’clock A.M.;at9A.M.,3P.M 
and 9 P. M.; tincture ergot, Ziv. to be taken 
four times a day also; the first dose between} 
and 6 o’clock A. M. and the other doses twenly 
minutes to half an hour after each meal. Tht 
first two days after the commencement of this 
treatment I visited her, to the detriment # 
other patients, three or four times a day, # 
note the effect of the medicine. This lat 
course of treatment was commenced Mand 
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7th,and by the 15th she drank during the 
night only one pint of liquid and voided one 
and a half pints of urine. She then abandoned 
diet and ate and drank anything she desired. 
The treatment was continued, and before an- 
other week had elapsed she ceased to drink 
during the night and had no occasion to arise 
tourinate. The treatment was continued till 
near the first of April, when the doses were 
diminished and given at longer intervals, and 
by the latter part of April were discontinued, 
as she had been restored to perfect health. 

A most singular fact connected with the 
history of the case is, that when giving the 
acid in doses, varying from x grs. to xxv grs., 
the patient’s bowels would become consti- 
pated, and to correct that I would give her, 
every three or four days, a saline cathartic. 
The cathartic increased her thirst and conse- 
quently the quantity of liquid drank and urine 
voided, which would vary from a pint to a 
quart in a night, or during the time the ca- 
thartic was operating ; but after I gave the 
acid in xxx. gr. doses,and the ergot in table- 
spoonful doses, four times a day, constipation 
was not felt at all. Her bowels kept perfectly 
regular. 


[A letter just received from Dr. Shearer in- 
forms us that the lady is now in perfect 
health. Eps ] 
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ON THE TRANSMISSION OF A PREDIS- 
POSITION TO DISEASES BY 
INHERITANCE. 


By T. B. Smitn, M. D. 


Read before the Otsego County Medical Society, New York 
July 18th, 1871. 





The transmission by inheritance of a pre- 
disposition to disease, is the result of the same 
general law of nature which gives form and 
features of progenitors to their offspring. There 
is an ingrafted tendency in all living organized 
matter to reproduce itself. ** Like begets like.’’ 
From this it must follow as the relation be- 
tween cause and effect that the subjects of un- 
sound organism, and feeble vital forces can not 
propagate healthy descendants. The same 
thing occurs, but less obviously to common 
observation, in the mental and moral world. 
An unsound condition either of body or mind 
Svery likely, nay, almost certain, to be per- 
Petuated in the offspring of such parents. This 
law may be very much modified by various 

ounteracting influences. 
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For example, there may be in parentage 
two opposing forces or causes, bane and anti- 
dote. Thus, the paternal side may be of un- 
sound organism and feeble constitution, with 
actual hereditary disease in his system, while 
upon the maternal side there may be firm 
health and a highly vitalized system, with no 
hereditary taint in her organization. The 
ofispring of sucha parentage would proba- 
bly escape the disease of the father, the 
healthy tendencies imparted by the mother 
rendering inoperative, diluting or attenuating 
the causa morbi transmitted by the father, 
though it might possibly crop out sooner or 
later, in some one of his descendants, particu- 
larly if the element thus transmitted were 
tuberculous. 


The hereditary diathesis may undoubtedly 
be transmitted from parent to child, and yet 
remain in a quiescent state perhaps for sev- 
eral generations, the circumstances and con- 
ditions which would tend to develop it into 
active disease not occurring; and diseases 
regarded as hereditary may be acquired in 
the absence of any predisposition to them, 
the conditions which develop an hereditary 
disease originating it ; and when so originated 
a momentum is acquired which is transmisi- 
ble by inheritance. 

First in importance in the list of hereditary 
diseases, and the one least under the control 
of remedial measures, is pulmonary tubercu- 
losis. It prevails in all parts of the globe, 
and in all climates. It is said to carry off one- 
fourth of the inhabitants of Europe, and that 
estimate would probably not be much too 
high for this country. It is of high antiquity, 
and has prevailed with almost equal fatality 
in ali ages of the world. 


When the tubercular diathesis is manifested 
in the form of enlarged and indurated tonsils, 
and swelling and suppuration of the cervical 
gland, it is thought to avert its development 
in the lungs, persons thus affected in child- 
hood seldom dying of pulmonary consumption, 
the morbid material upon which the disease 
depends seeming to be exhausted, or elimi- 
nated from the system in that way. 

Though the hereditary diathesis in phthisis 
pulmonalis is more marked and its fatal results. 
more certain than in most of the transmitted 
predispositions to disease, there are other in- 
herited tendencies equally to be dreaded, the 
cancerous diathesis much more, and the con- 
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stitutional tendency to insanity and intemper- 
‘ ance quite as much. 
These diseases, as before remarked, are no 
‘doubt often the result of accidental causes : 
hardship, exposure and imperfect nutrition 
may induce consumption in a sound constitu- 
tion ; a blow upon the female breast may origi- 
nate cancer of that organ ; insanity may be the 
result entirely of moral causes, and intemper- 
ance induced solely from the acquired habitual 
use of intoxicating drinks, without any par- 
ticular constitutional tendency thereto. But 
that these maladies are all transmissible by 
inheritance observation has established be- 
yond a doubt, and in a great majority of cases 
they are the direct result of an hereditary dia- 
thesis. Habitual in temperance has come to be 
‘regarded as an actual constitutional disease, 
known as chronic alcoholism. 

The corstant action upon the animal econo- 
any of so deleterious an agent as alcohol in large 
quantities cannot but produce very great and 
serious organic changes, which it is well-known 
it does produce, in the stomach, the liver, 
brain and kidneys, and in fact changing the 
whole nature, physical and moral. That such 
@ condition ina parent should impart to the 
offspring a predisposition to like results is in 
accordance with the general law of transmit- 
ted tendencies. 
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The hereditary diathesis can never be eradi- | 
cated from the system ; itis engrafted upon | 
the very nature. Hereditary disease may be | 
arrested or retarded, but the predisposition to | 
it will everremain. This class of diseases are’ 
most of them but very little under the influ- | 
ence of remedial agents ; there are no known | 
specific remedies for the cure of consumption. | 
Medication has no doubt been productive of | 
more harm than good in the treatment of this | 
disease. Hygienic measures seem to exert | 
more influence over it than medicine. Out | 
door exercise, a generous diet and the various | 
_other hygienic means tending to promote | 
health are more to be relied upon than any | 
other remedial measures. It is doubtful in. | 
deed whether a change of climate exerts any 
beneficial influence ex:ept in so far as it con- | 
duces to a change of habits, as regards exer- 


cise and out-door life. | 

In the treatment of cancer it is said thata | 
specific has been discovered in a plant grow- | 
ing in the mountains of Ecuador, in South 
America, the cundurango. It has been used, | 


it is said, with successin this country, in the | 
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treatment of many cases of this disease. But 
I judge it has not yet had.a sufficient trial to 
establish its claim as a specific in this malign. 


















































ant malady. 

It is believed by some enthusiastic minds 
that among nature’s hidden resources there 
will yet be discovered a “ panacea for all the b 
ails which flesh is heir to.”” But this Utopian al 
dream will probably never be realized; good ti 
and evil, health and disease have ever been ca 
coexistent, and unless the order of nature is or 
changed, must ever continue to be. 

Insanity and intemperance as such seldom dis 
come under treatment in private practice. tio 
These cases are generally committed to pub. m< 
lic institutions for treatment—the insane and the 
inebriate asylums—from their adaptationto @ ing 
the employment of the improved means which J fav 
an advanced science and an enlightened hu @ plic 
manity have suggested, in the treatment of J 
these cases. lent 

o the 
tion 

A RARE CASE OF DISLOCATION. Pres 

Reportep sy: Dr. L. Vetper, rine 
Of Elmira, N. Y. rf 

Fred. Bauer, farmer, some 30 years of age, m ‘He 
was brought to my office from a distance of “IP 
eight miles, on the 23d of May, 1870. Work jm *&l 
ing in the woods with his team, a log struck shap 
his heel; the shock threw him to the ground. jm !0se 
The plantar surface of the toes was fast tothe — *ver 
ground ; the log rested on the heel, so that the this m 
foot was forcibly reflexed upward toward the befor 
tibia. The man succeeded in extricating his ‘pe 
foot; his brother came to his assistance ani "ee: 
took him down to the city. Three hours after 
the accident the foot was in the following cov- 
dition: The posterior articulation of the fit 
metatarsal bone pointed downward and back- 2 
ward, and the corresponding articular surface 
of the first cuneiform bone pointed forwar, i Ip ; 
forming an elevation or ridge in the region o for Au 
the wrist of the foot. This and the inter H the a} 
plantar region: were very painful to the touch IM aiiusioy 
The foot and toes pointed inward and oi ment. 
ward. tions g 

The general appearance of the foot w# young 
much disfigured by its abnormal direction #01 I tno, go 
a very considerable tense swelling which & neglect; 
tended all over the foot, upward over tt IE qui. i 
ankle and downward to the toes, but was PHM whic, 4 
ticularly prominent on the outer side of thei i, respe 
wrist. ; Case 

By the aid of Dr. J. H. Squire, and by x, 
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pute measpring and ex:mination, excluding 
the possibility of a fracture of the first meta- 
tarsal bone near its posterior articulation, the 
diagnosis of a dislocation of the first metatarso- 
cuneiform articulation was established. 

After bringing the patient under anesthesia 
by ether and chloroform, and by the addition- 
al assistance of Dr. W. C. Wey, the disloca- 
tion was soon reduced by manipulation. A 
cathartic and constant cold applications were 
ordered, and absolute rest enjoined. 

May 25—two days after the accident : the 
dislocated joint in order ; foot in a proper posi- 
tion; swelling the same; extensive ecchy- 
moses on the upper surface of the foot, from 
the toes upward and around the ankle; swell- 
ing hot and painful. Ordered twelve leeches, 
favoring the after-bleeding by wet, warm ap- 
plications. 

June 1—nine days afterthe accident: indo- 
lent edema from above the ankle down to 
the toes. Patient uses crutches for locomo- 
tion, and is very anxious to have a liniment. 
Prescribed Tully’s sol. iodine, 3jss; glyce- 
rine, 3). 

June 8—Peeling off of the epidermis from 
the ointment; cedema the same. Adhesive 
strips were applied to the foot, and up to the 
ankle, in a manner to fit there tightly to the 
shape of the foot, to be renewed whenever 
loose. Patient told not to step on his foot for 
several months. He had much relief from 
this mode of bandaging ; he used his foot long 
before the time allowed. It is now of normal 
shape, and there is no limping and no incon- 
venience whatever. 
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THE SPECULUM. 
By W. Symincton Brown, M. D., 





Of Stoneham, Mass. 


In the Boston Medicul and Surgical Journal 
for August 11, 1870, an editorial is devoted to 
the above subject, with certain deprecatory 
illusions to the general question of Jocal treat- 
ment. It may be true that uterine examina- 
tions are sometimes made “ needlessly”? by 
young practioners; but, as far as my experi- 
ence goes, physicians are oftener at fault in 
neglecting to examine patients who really re- 
quire it by the touch, or speculum, in proof of 
Which the following summary of recent cases 
S respectfully presented : 

Case I. Miss M. E. B., forty-three years of 
ge, never married. Has been ailing for five 
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years, during which time she has had many at- 
tacks of uterine hemorrhage, latterly increasing 
in frequency and severity. Has been attended 
by several regular physicians, none of whom 
ever asked to make a vaginal examination. 
Saw her for the first time August 29, 1869; in 
bed; appearance of skin corpse-like ; eyelids 
and lips almost bloodless; could not turn in 
bed without fainting; stomach irritable and 
unable to retain solid food; anorexia, insom- 
nia, restlessness. Made a vaginal examination 
by touch (which she readily consented to), 
and found a firm polypoid tumor, attached to 
the cervix internally by a thick pedicle. Pre- 
scribed nutritive enemata and stimulants. 


Sept. 10, 1869.—With the assistance of Dr. 
E. CuTTER, of Woburn,I applied the large 
chain ecraseur and severed the tumor at its 
cervical attachments in about fifteen minutes. 
No hemorrhage. The tumor was distinctly 
fibroid. Ske slept weil that night and took 
plain food next day with a relish, to which 
she had long been a stranger. No ether was 
used till near the close of the operation, when 
she inhaled a very little. 

She is now in fair health and able to do 
light work. Dr. BARRETT, of Concord, was 
present during the operation, and took charge 
of the case subsequently. 

CasE II.—Dr. STEVENS, of Stoneham, 
asked me to see a married lady, one of his 
patients, May 14, 1870. Before placing her- 
eelf under his care she had previously con- 
sulted a sage-femme, who told her that the fre- 
quent bleec ings were “due to the turn of life.” 
And, indeed, it nearly proved to be the turn 
of life on the wrong side, for when first seen 
by Dr. Stevens, who immediately detected 
the true state of affairs, she was seriously 
affected by the constant drain of blood, so 
much so that her friends believed her in con- 
sumption. A fibroid tumor, attached to the 
cervix uteri, could easily be felt on making a 
vaginal examination, which we removed, May 
26th, by the large ecraseur, whithout giving 
ether and without loss of bloods She made a 
good recovery. 

CasE III.—Mrs. B , Of Peabody, 
Mass., set. 36 years, consulted me at my 
office, July 19th, 1870. She was feeble, anz- 
mic, and despondent. During the preceding 
nine years she had had many attacks of 
hemorrhage, with irritable stomach, nausea, 


| and loss of appetite ; and had been attended 
' by several physicians without much benefit. 
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The uterus was found considerably enlarged ; 
the sound passed 44 inches. As it was 
deemed advisable to employ sponge tents 
in order to ascertain the source of the 
hemorrhage, for convenience of access, she 
went to reside with a married sister in 
Wakefield, Mass. A tent was inserted 
July 21st, allowed to remain five hours, and 
replaced by a larger one, which was removed 
next morning. On Friday, June 29th, a chird 
tent was inserted, and, after five hours, a 
fourth tent, on the removal of which a large 
lubulated tumor, attached to the sides and fun- 
dus, could be distinctly felt per vaginam. Dr. 
H. R. STORER, of Boston, was consulted, and 
agreed to visit and operate if thought advisa- 
ble, on Tuesday, August 2d. Unfortunately 
he was prevented from doing so by sickness ; 
but the operation was proceeded with, assisted 
by Drs. STEVENS, SULLIVAN, and ABBOTT. 
The patient was fully etherized, and a num- 
ber of the slighter adhesions broken up, but 
all our endeavors to get the chain of the 
ecraseur around the base of the tumor failed. 


A week later, August 9th, the patient was 
again etherized in the presence of Drs. Storer, 
Sullivan, Abbott and Brown. The cervix was 
thoroughly dilated by means of a rubber bag 
filled with water, but contracted again almost 
instantly.* The cervix was then partially in- 
cised, and unsuccessful an attempt made by 
Dr. Storer to pass the chain around the tumor. 

At this stage Dr. E. CuTTER, of Woburn, 
arrived, and made a similarly unsuccessful at- 
tempt. He had fortunately brovght with him 
a new instrument capable of being attached 
to the ecraseur, and by means of it a stout 
wire was passed round the base of the tumor, 
and the whole mass detached ; still it could not 
be removed, on account of its large size, until 
cut in three pieces by the same apparatus; 
and even then it was with great difficulty, and 
by usirg powerful traction, that Dr. Storer suc- 
ceeded in “delivering” the two larger sections. 

The patient was under the influence of the 
ether fully three hours, during which she 
casionally required stimulants, but rallied re- 
markably well, and no untoward symptoms 
occurred; afterward her appetite gradually 
improved, and within two weeks she was 
moved to her mother’s house, in Lynnfield. 
About five weeks after the operation the 





*This awkward behavior of the cervix in certain 
cases is alluded to by Dr. Elliot in his “Obstetric Clinic,” 


page 171. 





mens{sual flow set in, and lasted five days. A 
recent examination showed that the womb, 
which had been previously prolapsed, ocen 
pied its normal position, and the incision had 
healed. It may be added that this patient's 
recovery after the operation was greatly aided 
by good nursing and her own cheerful courage, 

CasE IV.—Mrs. B , Of Peabody, 
Mass., cet. 60, and the mother of two grown. 
up daughters, had originally been under the 
care of a homeopathist ; afterwards consulted 
a regular physician of skill and experience, 
who made a partial examination, and inform. 
ed the family that her symptoms (severe lan. 
cinating pains in the pelvic region, hemor 
hage, and dribbling of urine) were caused by 
‘“*a weakness.” 

When‘I saw her, Sept. 11th, 1870, for the 
first and only time, she had no medical attend 
ant. Made a vaginal examination by touch 
and speculum, and found extensive cancerous 
disease, involving the cervix uteri, anterior 
vaginal wall, and bladder. The dribbling of 
urine proceeded from a vesico-vaginal fistula, 
or rent, readily diagnosticated by means of 4 
flexible male catheter. I informed the family 
that nothing could be done for her in the way 
of operation, and recommended certain pallix 
tive measures with a view to make the re 
mainder of her life as comfortable as possible, 
This patient died soon after. 

REMARKS.—The preceding cases, which are 
only a sample of many that might be cited, 
show that physicians may sometimes carry 
delicacy beyond the line of duty. 

In the first case, a poor working girl lost 
years of time, underwent much suffering and 
received a physical impress she can never 
fully recover from—all to avoid the slight 
shock to her feelings involved in a vaginal 
examination. In Case I[. the patient lost 
valuable time by consulting an ignorant, it 
competent woman; but fortunately, before it 
was too late, called in her family physician, 
an energetic and skillful man, who was no 
deterred by false delicacy from doing his daty. 
Case III. is remarkable in several respects; 
but the point more especially to be noticed ia 
the present connection is the fact that during 
nine years no sufficient exploration, such # 
the advanced knowledge of our day warrah 
ed, was made; in other words, no adequalt 
effort was made to ascertain the cause of tht 
frequent hemorrhages; although the patie 
was quite willing to undergo the riske involr 
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ed, only stipulating that she should not be re- 
uired to swallow any more medicine. In 
(ase [V. a knowledge of the incurable char- 
acter of the disease saved an intelligent family 
fom needless expense in consulting many 
hysicians—the common rule—or possibly 

m falling into the clutches of some unscru- 
pulous quack. It may be a question in such 
cases whether the patient herself should be 
told; but it seems to me an imperative duty 
that the physician should not leave the near 
relatives in the dark. 


y“ 
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MEDICAL SoctETIES. 





PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS, MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


The Peoria County Medical Society met at 
Yates city, on Wednesday, May 7th, 1871, at 
one o’clock, P. M., the president, Dr. HENs- 
ueY, in the chair. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and approved. 

The board of censors, through their chair- 
man, Dr. CORCORAN, reported the following 
gentlemen as suitable persons to become 
members of this society; Dr. Hort, of Yates 
city; Dr. LAMBERT, of Galesburg ; Dr. GREG- 
okY, Of Farmington. Upon motion they were 
uanimously elected. Reports of special com- 
nittees being then in order, Dr. WASHBURN, 
of Elmwood, chairman of the Committee on 


Warner, Sollis and others made some practi- 
cal remarks relating to the therapeutic action 
of ergot and ipecac. The President, Dr. 
Hensley, detailed at length his experience in 
the use of chloral hydrate. His remarks on 


for the purpose for which it is 
‘commended, where administered judiciously, 
ind with discretion, but protesting against its 


Resolutions of regret at the removal of Dr. 
from the county were passed. 

- SEcorD, of Elmwood, then read a very 

le essay uponT yphoid Fever—its Pathology, 

-ausationand Treatment. The president hav- 

2g appointed, the Secretary then announced, 

following special committees, who are ex- 
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pected to report at the next regular meeting : 

Upon Practical Medicine—Drs. McCoy, 
Hoit, Bernett. Upon Obstetrics—Drs. Wash- 
burn, Dafoe and Corcoran. Upon Surgery— 
Gregory, Secord and Warner. _Upon Materia 
Medica and Chemistry—Drs. Secord, Smith, 
McCoy. Upon Ophthalmia—(special subject 
designated: chronic conjunctivitis)—Dr. 
Lambert. Essay st— Dr. Corcoran. 

Dr. Hoit, of Yates City, is expected to make 
a special report—subject : The Duties and Ob- 
ligations of Physicians to each other. Dr. 
Lambert, of Galesburg, then proceeded to 
read a very interesting and exhaustive paper 
upon Diseases of the Eye, more especially the 

athology and treatment of iritis—a subject 
in which the profession and public are deeply 
interested. Many persons, oldand young, an- 
nually lose their sight from this disease for the 
want of a proper comprehension of its nature 
and treatment. 

On motion the Society then adjourned, to 
meet in Farmington, Illinois, on Wednesday, 
September 6th, at 10 o’clock A. M. 

H. SrEELE, M. D., Sec’y. 


OXFORD (PA) MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


In accordance with adjournment the Oxford 
Medical Society of Pennsylvania held a meet- 
ing on the 19th ult., at 10 o’clock, A.M. All 
the officers present. Dr. P. NIcHOLs, of Dale- 
ville,Chester county,and Drs.SwiFT and ZELL, 
of Lancaster county, were elected members 
of the society. Dr. ANDREWS reported a case 
of intestinal irritation, producing strabismus 
and stammering. 

Dr. EWING reported a case of tubercular 
meningitis, in which both these symptoms 
were present. 

Dr. Ewing, for the Committee on Hygiene 
and Medical Jurisprudence, answered the 
question, is scarlatina contagious? in the 
affirmative, which gave rise to considerable 
discussion ; Drs. Andrews and Ewing in the 
affirmative, and Drs. HuTCHINSON, DARE, 
NicHOLs and HovusTon in the negative. 

Dr. Houston answered the question, under 
what circumstances is bone reproduced with- 
out periosteum ? 

Dr. Andrews replied to the question, is 
hthisis contagious? by adducing arguments 
avorable to the affirmative, and quoting from 

a lecture of Dr. STILLE, of Philadelphia, in 
support of the position. 

rs. Hutchinson and Nichols argued the 
negative at some _— The ee of the 
members certainly believe in its infectious 
properties. 

An interesting case of periodic convulsions 
was reported by Drs. Nichols and Hutchinson 
that seemed to defy treatment; but as I hope 
to be able to write out the case in full ere 
long, I will attempt no synopsis at present. 
Several questions were referred to the com- 
mittee to be answered at the next meeting, to 
be held on the 18th of October next. 

Dr. Houston was appointed to deliver a 
lecture at said meeting. 


ate 
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PERISCOPE. 


Treatment of Asiatic Cholera. 


In view of the advance of another epidemic 
of cholera, the following article, by the vener- 
able Dr. J. B. METTAUER, in the Nashville 
Journal of Medicine and Surgery, merits care- 
ful reading. 

A great variety of remedies may be em- 
ployed in the first stage, but experience has 
established that very few are actually required. 
As there is generally very little disturbance 
of the constitutional health, the treatment 
should be directed in reference to the disin- 
fecting of the blood, and the disembarrassment 
of the various functional exercises of the or- 
ganic nerves of the chylopoetic and assistant 
chylopoetic organs. For the purpose of disin- 
fecting the blood, the acid mixture should be 
used ~ So times daily, in the doses, and mixed, 
as already intimated. This remedy also tends, 
by its secernent properties, to disembarrass 
the secretory exercises; nay, now and then 
effects decidedly cathartic are produced by it. 

Mild cathartics will be demanded when the 
evacuations are much vitiated,and for the 

urpose, a moderately impressive one should 

be referred—such an one as the annexed for- 
mula presents: 

R. Aloes (soc,), 
Rhubarb powd., 
Ox-gall, 

Ipecac, 

F.—Pil ii. or iiii—one dose. 

The tendency to sero-mucous evacuations 
in this disease contra-indicates the use of 
saline purgatives, and they should rarely, 
if ever, be resorted to. The compound here 
presented acts gently and favors the pro- 
curing of consistent evacuations. In some 
cases purging with the syrup of rhubarb will 
be found useful, especially with children and 
delicate females. If the secretions are very 
highly vitiated, a mercurial might be combined 
with the rhubarb, aloes, etc., in small quanti- 
ties, and blue-powder, or blue-mass, is to be 
preferred ; and, if practicable, night should be 
selected as the time for giving the purgative. 
During the employment of these means, the 
patient must be kept in bed, and the diet re- 
stricted to light digestible substances, such as 
chicken broth, lamb my coffee and toast, 
thickened milk, and the like. All food dis- 
posed to acescency should be inhibited. 

If the diarrhoea is not greatly moderated by 
the first dose of the cathartic, the remedy 
should be repeated the ensuing night, and at 
bedtime the same night an enema of one 
ounce of starch gruel, with sixty-five or eigth- 
ty drops of laudanum, must be administered, 
to be repeated nightly until the diarrhea is 


grs. ij. 
grs. Vv. 
grs. iv. 


grs. j. 


|arrested. Should the first cathartic prove too 

active, the second dose may be somewhat 
weaker, or an interval of two days may be 
| allowed between the purgatives, if such delay 
will be safe. 


Should acidity of the stomach be complain. 
ed of, prepared chalk in age gon quanti- 
ties, mixed in a wineglass of water, may be 

iy occasionally, especially after ta 

ood. For the same purpose, prepared car. 
| bon may be used, and in like doses, all these 
articles can be taken together. In some ip. 
stances a stewed dram, highly spiced, and 
taken at bedtime, will afford great relief in 
this diarrhea, especially when the dejections 
are not much vitiated, and is worthy of a 
trial. 

This method, in many instances, has pre 
vented the diarrhceal stage from advancing 
the choleraic, yet it has often failed to do 20, 
and, very probably, because a tang too long, 
or inefficiently employed. If the diarrhes 
proves refractory, and, instead of ameliorating 
under the treatment which has been briefly 
described, assumes monger 5 | characters, 
more energetic measures will be demanded, 
and should be promptly enforced. It will be 
highly necessary now to confine the patient 
closely to his bed, if not already done, and to 
make a decided revulsion to the surface of the 
body, especially those portions of it embrace 
ing the abdomen, spine, and lower extremi- 
ties; and for the purpose, Granvill’s Lotion, 
sinapisms, or blisters, may be employed. 
Generally, the two first-named agents should ; 
be preferred, by reason of their prompt ani 
impressive action, and because they o 
if carefully attended to, without blistering, 
and may be repeated again and again, 
need be to the same regions. If diligent the 
employed, these measures will promptly 
rest the diarrhea. They should not be d 
continued, however, if they fail to put a st 
to the diarrhcea at once, but perseveril 
aud energetically continued even after cholerit 
vomiting sets in. 


should be taken wil 
very little water, the object being to set up 


patient. The brandy 


new irritation in the alimentary tube, 
at the same time to keep up a vigorous @ 
sive action through the heart and 
as, perhaps, to counteract the morbid 
ence of the choleraic poison in some 

As an internal stimulating remedy, 
nexed formula furnishes an excellent} 
ration : 
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R. Spirit lavend. comp., 
Tinct. nuc, vomic., 
Tinct. capsic., " 
Diospyros virgin., 3 iijss. 

D.—L § j. to L & iij., properly diluted. 

This may be given three or four times 
during the day, taking care not to dilute it 
much, and in doses of one or two ounces. It 
js stimulating, and restraining in its action, 
and by no means unpleasant. Along with 
these measures, the nitro-muriatic acid mix- 
@ ture should be applied pages oy twice a 

day to the insides of the thighs, arms, and 
over the region of the liver, by sponging with 
a mixture of it, formed of one drachm of the 
acid mixture and two or three of water, which 
may take the place of its internal use, or not, 
as may be deemed best. 

When nausea or vomiting appear, and gen- 
erally attended with cramps and spasms uf the 
abdominal muscles, as well as of the extremi- 
ties also, the regular choleraic attack has set 
in, which demands additional remedies, as well 
as the prompt and energetic employment of 
them. A great variety of curative measures 
have been recommended at this period of 
cholera, which the writer does not think it 
necessary to enumerate, his purpose being 
merely to present a brief outline of those 
which have been found successful in his cases. 

In the first place, the person of the patient 
must be surrounded by bottles of hot water, 
or heat is to be applied by other means. D 
heat should be preferred, and it must be suf- 
fcient to warm the patient effectually and 
steadily. As soon as the system reacts under 
the artificial heat, an emetic of strong salt 
water, as warm as can be swallowed without 
xalding, must be administered, and fully eight 
ounces, or a good half-pint, should be taken. 
Ifthis is rejected, a second portion must be 
instantly given, with directions to the patient 
to turn on the right side ; and if the second is 

ilo ejected, a third, or even a fourth half- 
im pint, may be administered... Generally, the 

draught is rejected in a few minutes, but 
the second is almost constantly retained, ac- 
wording to the experience of the writer, and 
seems to put a stop to the vomiting and purg- 
ing at once, as well as greatly ameliorates the 


the use of salt water, he ventured to give the 
patient a commanding dose of calomel, a!oes, 
‘ad rhubarb, four hours after, which did not 
woduce the slightest disturbance of any kind, 
nd did not purge for nearly two days. This 
as the first case treated 7 the writer, and 


purgative was designed to emulge the 








liver, the actions of which seemed entirely 
suspended, and which the operation of the ca- 
thartic seemed ry to reéstablish. If 
purgatives are used after vomiting and pur- 
ging, they should be of the description em- 
ployed in this case, as less disturbance attends 
their operation, and they also favor the pro- 
curement of consistent evacuations. Gene- 
rally, however, it would be safest not to dis- 


| turb the patient, if quiet and free from suffer. 
|ing, for several days, and if it is deemed 
| necessary to move the bowels, an enema of 


mild purgative qualities would be the safest 
—— 

hen the case proves rebellious, the yom- 
iting and purging resisting the treatment just 
described, it will be proper to employ, in con- 
nection with revellants, artificial heat, and 
the epidermic application of the acid mixture, 
anti-emetics, and internal stimulants, animat- 
ed with anti-spasmodics and astringerts. As 
anti-emetics, brisk soda-water, the froth of the 
saline mixture, oxalate of cerium, currant 
jelly water, lime water, prepared chalk, and. 
carbon, may be variously employed. The most. 
reliable stimulants are good brandy, French or 
apple ; and a mixture of Hoffman’s anodyne 
paregoric, and alcoholic tincture of camphor : 

kK. Hoff. anod., 
Paregoric, 
Tinct. campb., aa 3ij. M. 

Dose—3j. to Ziij., moderately diluted. 

This taken in doses of half to one and a half 
ounce in intervals of one or two hours, diluted 
with very little water, is decidedly the most: 
efficient aatitspasmodic. As astringents, tan- 
pin, dissolved in brandy, or in the tincture of 
the unripe fruit of diospyros virginiana, or the 
latter without the tannin, are to be preferred 
to all others, and may be used with the utmost 
freedom ; if preferred, they can be adminis~ 
tered with the brandy, which is the best mode. 

The treatment now must be energeticall 
enforced, as the disease is advancing with gi- 
gantic strides, and if not arrested will soon 
defy all treatment. There is little danger to 
be apprehended now from prudent overdos- 
ing, or the crowding of remedies. A valuable 
auxiliary stimulant at this stage, if the dis~ 
ease proves obstinate, is a mixture formed ac- 
cording to the annexed formula: 

R.  Tinct. lavend. comp, 5 ii 
Tinct. cantharid., Ziij. 
Tinct. nue. vom. (alcohol), 3ijss. 
Diospyros virg.(fruct. immat.) Ziijss. 
Tinct. capsic. i 
SS 


Tinct. opii (laudanum), . 
ij. M. 


Tinct. rhubarb, 

Dose—L, ss. to 3ij. 

In doses from half an ounce to one and a half, 

mixed with a small quantity of water, or with 

brandy and water, after intervals of two or 

three hours, it acts decidedly, in many instan- 

ces, as a valuable stimulant in cholera, and it. 
seems peculiarly adapted to this stage of it. 

The remedies just described should be en~ 

ergetically used, shortening the intervals of 
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repeating them, or increasing thé doses, as | how great measure this formidable disease has 


may seem necessary, according to the urgency 
of the symptoms. Should they prove insuffi- 
cient, the stage of collapse will soon appear, 
which is the disease more advanced, as well 
as more menacing. At this period the vomit- 
ing generally ceases, and if the employment 
of artificial heat has not been actively kept 
up, the surface becomes cold, bloodless, and 
shrunken, the pulse is greatly enfeebled, and 
in many cases the body exhales a peculiar 
odor, with great general prostration ofstrength. 

In this state of the patient it will be need- 
less to expect benetit from internal remedies 
alone. Our chief reliance now should be 
upon the energetic employment of artificial 
heat ; and to benefit, it must be applied to the 
entire cuticular surface, the face and head ex- 
cepted. For the purpose, the steam and 
vapors cf burning alcohol conveyed around 


the naked or thinly-clad body, under a frame- | 


work covered with blankets—after the excel- 
lent plan of the “portable warm and hot bath” 
of the late Dr. SAMUEL K. JENNINGS of Bal- 
timore—will be found greatly the most efficient 
means that can be employed. The steaming 
should be urged to the extent of warming the 
surface completely, and continued until the 
heart and arteries react in a well-balanced 
macner. To regulate the degree of heat, the 
hand of the operator must be kept constantly 
moving around the body of the patient, or 
actual burning might be induced from the in- 
tense heat often generated. If faintness is 
coroplained of, cool draughts of water, or 
brandy and water, may be used, or the stimu- 
— mixture can be taken. 

After reaction has been fully reéstablished, 
the steaming must be gradually moderated, 
taking care to keep the patient well covered, 
and as stilland quiet as possible. If — 
is induced, should the patient seem dispose 
to cool too rapidly, the steaming may be re- 
newed, and ur ed to the extent of restoring 
the proper degree of warmth; and upon this 
plan the case should be managed in its sequel, 
which, if disorganization has not taken place, 
and the living powers are not fatally exhausted, 
will afford the best chances for recovery. In 
such cases there is hope as long as there is 
life, as many recoveries testify. Patients 
should never be abandoned as long as they 
are perceived to breathe. 





Treatment of Pneumonia. 


Dr. R. FARQUHARSON says on this subject 
in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal: 

Concerning the treatment of pneumonia, I 
shall venture to say a few words, and although 
the subject has become well-nigh threadbare 
from long use, my justification in attacking it 
must depend on the undoubted benefit to be 
derived from free ventilation by discussion. 
Perhaps in no other branch of medicine have 
greater improvements been effected within 
the last few years, and the admirable results 
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now been deprived of its terrors and dangers, 
Now, we cannot deny that, in any consider. 
ation of this question, bleeding necessaril 
holds the first place, no less from the blin 
faith formerly reposed in its efficiency, than 
from the total neglect into which it has fallen 
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of Professor BENNETT and others prove in 





in recent times. It is difficult to avoid con. 
necting the very striking success now attend. 
ing our treatment of pneumonia with the dis. 
use of this important remedy; and whatever 
the reason may be, there can be no doubt of 
the fact, that people will not bear the indis. 
criminate depletion practiced in former da’ 
At the same time there are unmistakable p 
signs that the pendulum of professional opin: 0 
ion, recovering from its extreme swing in at 
either direction, tends to take up moreofa fm L 
central position, and the writings of Richard @ 4! 
son, Markham, and others, have placed ina Mbt 
clear light the advantages to be derived from ac 
an occasional moderate abstraction of blood. a 
I have never myself met with any case which ur 
would have justified my putting the matter to lo 
the test, but can well, imagine that whena™ 5 
very large portion of lung is suddenly attack. 22 
ed, the removal of a certain portion of the i 
circulating fluid may be of use on purely me. Dt 
chanical principles. mt 
There is something strange, and almost # ™ 
superstitious, in the exaggerated dread now the 
entertained by some, of the effects of lossof al 
blood, strangely at variance as such notions a 
are with the undoubted and almost critica @ 20) 
benefit derived in some morbid conditions by § %th 
hemorrhage from one or other of the mucouw @ és 
outlets. And all who have seen much of the “4 
spontaneous nose-bleedings of boys, must ad- 
mit that they have been brought about by @ ny 
nature for some good and useful end. I have cas 
frequently been called to see one lad, whose bes 
nose occasionally bleeds without intermission as 
for eight or even twelve hours ; and although § ‘ion 
such success as this must be referred to acer ™ it h 
tain development of the so-called hemorrhagic MH deci 
diathesis, the fact at all events shows T.E 
such losses are well borne, for the patienting# lan 
question suffers but little inconvenience, anim sibil 
goes about his work as usual after even the™ tow 
severest attacks. on 
Tartar emetic, once so highly esteemed for Sider 
its undoubted influence over the disease, hsm ‘akir 
now fallen into comparative neglect, and itis elie 
acknowledged that if employed at all, itsuejj tem 
must be restricted to persons of sound more 
vigorous constitution. For, although it may tion, 
check the progress of inflammation, it certaij tes 
ly does so at the expense of vital power, the b 
we must al] have ‘seen cases in which iteem-™™ than 
‘ployment had to be discontinued on accouif™ bowe 
of alarming depression. And when we bring ‘able 
against both this and the preceding ther-#j Moni; 
peutic agent the heavy indictment Rotice 
retard convalescence, and tend to exa boy 
the debilitating influence of the disease, "gm hos 
advance sound arguments for consideiag™ * lou 
seriously whether they can ever bé — 






suited for general adoption. 
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Aconite, on the other hand, whilst exercis- 
ing a powerfully constitutional effect, is free, 
in great measure, from the evils just describ- 
ed, and, if employed at the right time, seems 
to have an important future before it, in 
modifying acute morbid action. Professor 
RINGER extols its almost magical powers in 
tonsillitis. Dr. W1Lks has found it eminently 
serviceable in rheumatism ; and whilst I have 
attained excellent results from its vse in 
feverish colds, I haye met with one case in 
which it undoubtedly cut a commencing attack 
of ae short. 

t is also of great importance to see that the 
a mame’ system plays its part well, and to 
overcome the peculiarly harsh and pungent 
state of the skin ought to be our first care. 
Large doses of liquor ammonis acetatis usu- 
ally accomplish this in a satisfactory manner, 
but we must at the same time see that this 
action does not go on too far, so as to become 
in itself a source of weakness or distress. The 
urine must be sedulously watched; it is usually 
loaded with lithates, showing the important as- 
sistance it gives in eliminating waste material, 
and the necessity of not attempting to ~ tag 
it by any attempt at special stimulation. 
During the later stages of the disease we 
must look out for the possible presence of albu- 
men—a complication which seriously affects 
the case, and renders a gloomy prognosis 
almost inevitable. Out of the only two in- 
stances in which I have been able to detect 
any considerable quantity, one died, and the 
other recovered after a most exhausting ill- 
ness, 80 that I am inclined to look upon its 
appearance as of peculiarly evil omen. 

igestive derangement is not met with in 
any marked degree, although in one or two 
cases I have found urgent vomiting to be the 
best marked premonitory feature of the dis- 
ease. But the state of the bowels is a ques- 
tion requiring very anxious consideration, as 
ithas been made the occasion for tolerably 
decided opinions in opposite directions. Dr. 
T.R. CHAMBERs and other eminent physici- 
clans entertain so great a horror of any pos- 
sibility of diarrhoea as to recommeud the 
towels to be! ept locked up by opiates ; while, 
on the other hand, some are inclined to con- 
sider a moderate amount of looseness as par- 
taking of the nature of a critical discharge. I 
believe the truth to lie between either ex- 
e, for, while of course nothing can be 
more destructive than any exhausting evacua- 
tion, I have certainly seen the occurrence of 
intestinal flux correspond yery closely with 
the beginning of convalescence. But, further 
than this, there can be no doubt that loaded 
bowels are liable to ry a harsh and irri- 
table cough during the later stages of pneu- 
monia. This was forcibly brought under my 
Rotice nct long ago, while attending a little 
convalesecing from a sharp attack, and 
whose sleep was almost a by 
tloud and clanging cough. this was as- 
“ciated with constipation, I ordered an 
sperient, with some diffidence, on account of 


Periscope. 





130 


his very feeble condition; but the event more 
than justified my eee ee by removing 
the only barrier to hi complete recovery. 
And it surely stands to reason, that while the 
pulmonary tissue is actively engaged in ex- 
pelling the foreign material which has been 
effused, we ought to afford all assistance in_ 
our power, by throwing Open every outlet by 
which effete matters may naturally be remov- 
ed. For the relief of pain a few leeches may 
be beneficial, if we can catch the disease ata 
sufficiently early stage, but, as a general rule, 
the same object may be attained by milder 
means ; and, first and foremost, I am inclined 
to place frequent and gentle counter-irritaiion, 
preferably by Rigollot’s mustard leaves, which 
are far more cleanly, rapid, and efficient than 
the sinapism of ordinary domestic manufacture. 
They may be applied several times a day on 
different parts uf the chest, and five minutes is 
sufficient to produce most ample and satis- 
factory redness of the skin. Linseed poultices 
also give relief, and their use has been 
strongly advised by Dr. Chambers in his ad- 
mirable Clinical Lectures, but some experience 
has led me to the belief that their drawbacks 
almost more than counterbalance their bene- 
fits. Many patients, more especially children, 
complain bitterly of their weight, and it is 
possible that the additional difficulty thus im- 
mcony on already,embarrassed breathing, may 
avor the o¢currence in their weak chests of 
collapse of the lung. Their smell is resented 
by others, and the exposure of the warmed 
surface to atmospheric influences during aus- 
cultation, and the repeated changes nec : 
cannot be devoid of a certain amount of risk. 
I am therefore of opinion that all the ad- 
vantages of this mode of treatment may be 
rocured by a thick layer of cotton-wool or new 
nnel, and I have usually found patients pre- 
fer such methods of ensuring equable warmth. 

Blisters I only mention to condemn. They 
irritate and exhaust, and entirely prevent that 
continuous counter-irritation which is of so 
much service. Although I have often used 
them and seen them used during the stage of 
consolidation, I have never been able to 
satisf: myself of their efficiency in promoting 
the absorption of lymph. 

Mercury, whose once vaunted powers have 
lately been rudely shaken, fully deserves its 
fate, so far as this disease is concerned ; for, 
having frequently watched with careful inter- 
est the supposed connection between slight 
salivation and the removal of dullness and 
bronchial voice, I am quite satisfied that noth- 
ing of the kind exists. By far the most rapid 
and satisfactory instances of entire return of 
the pulmonary tissue to its healthy state, have 
been in those cases where the powers of 
nature were not rudely interfered with in any 


way. 

, has been recommended of late by 
some leading authorities, and its influence in 
quieting the system and obtaining sleep can- 
not, of course, be denied. But at the same 
time it undoubtedly tends to check secretion 
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and diminish respiratory powers ; and, while 
I have seen some cases most injuriously af- 
fected by passing what might be called a good 
night under its use, I have already narrated 
one in which the fatal result undoubtedly had 
some connection with the action of this drug. 

Amoag the most important points in the 
treatment of pneumonia, is the necessity of 
keeping the patient quiet. Any adoption ofa 
strained or unusual position to facilitate aus- 
culation is frequently followed by long-con- 
tinued and exbausting cough, and the same 
result is produced by any exposure of the 
chest-walls to the air. It is seldom, if ever, 
necessary to do this; the sudden chill may 
em | about extension of inflammatory mis- 
chief; and whether for diagnostic purposes or 
the application of the thermometer, we must 
be careful not to run any risk of such dangers. 
Instead, therefore, of inserting the thermom- 
eter through the usual aperture in front of the 
shirt, I usually cut asmall slit exactly opposite 
the axilla, so that there is hardly any danger 
of cold being caught during the operation. 

Concerning diet, it is only requisite to say 
avery few words. The necessity of supply- 
ing abundant fluid nourishment at short inter- 
vals is now generally recognized ; but in doing 
so we must consult the taste of the patient, so 
far as convepience will permit. Turtle-soup, 
if within his means, is of essential service in 
keeping up the flagging powers, more especi- 
ally when, as too often happens, most other 
articles of diet speedily become unendurable. 
Leibig’s extractum carnis is, unfortunately, 
very unpopular with invalids; for the great 
facility of its preparation, and its undoubtedly 
reviving effects, render it otherwise a most 
valuable adjunct in the treatment of acute 
disease. 

Alcohol must frequently be allowed, and if 
we adopt the views of those who consider that 
it stimulates the sympathetic and prevents 
corpuscular migration, we are bound to pre- 
scribe it as one of our most potent antiphlo- 
gistic remedies. But, at the same time, it 
must be agreed that many cases, especially in 
young subjects, do best without any; whilst, 
on the other hand, under truly asthenic con- 
ditions, it is most gratifying to observe how 
iis use lowers the pulse and reduces heat. A 
sudden rise in temperature must usually be an 
indication for increasing the dose, and, under 
such circumstances, I have no doubt that 
many cases are thus saved from a fatal result. 


On Color Tests as Aids to Diagnosis. 


The Ldinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal 
says : 
hese tests, equally remarkable for their 
beauty and simplicity, were discovered by Dr. 
John Day, of Victoria, and their delicacy and 
reliability have been fully recognized by Pro- 
fessor Taylor, who has repeatedly employed 
them in medico-legal cases. We now quote 
from Dr. Day’s pamphlet : 
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The guaiacum process for the detection of 
blood is an application of a ge ty made by 
the late Professor Schénbein, who found that 
peroxide of hydrogen, which, according to his 
views, is an antozonide and composed of water 
and antozone, is rapidly decomposed in the 
presence of blood, its antozone ge con- 
verted into ozone by mere contact with the 
corpuscles. In order to prove the correctness 
of these views, he made use of tincture of 
guaiacum, the precipitated resin of which is 
chemically indifferent to antozone and under- 
goes no change of color in its presence, but 
is possessed of a strong affinity for ozone 
with which it combines and becomes chang 
from its normal color to a bright blue. 


About three years since I attempted to re- 
peat the experiments by which Schénbein 
arrived at the discovery just alluded to, but 
found it impossible to procure the peroxide of 
hydrogen. It is a substance, as described by 
writers on chemistry, not only very difficult to 
make, but when made is so prone to decom- 
position that it cannot be preserved without 
the aid of hydrochloric acid, and this rendets 
it comparatively valueless as a test for blood 
in cases where great delicacy is required, oxi- 
dation and bluing of guaiacum resin by the 
action of ozone being checked in the presence 
of free acids. 

It was not long, however, before I was so 
fortunate as to find that antozonides of a very 
stable character, and strictly resembling per- 
oxide of hydrogen in all their reactions, were 
the easiest possible compounds to make, and, 
moreover, that they exist in abundance, ready 
made, in every chemist’s establishment. This 
spontaneous formation of peroxide of hydro- 
gen or antozone in medicinal preparations is 
a subject well worthy of the attention of our 
leading pharmaceutical chemists ; for in under- 
going this change they —- altogether new 
therapeutic and physiological properties. 
There are certain drugs which have a special 
tendency to absorb oxygen in this form and 
to become antozonized. Among them I may 
mention ether, oil of turpentine, oil of laven- 
der, oil of juniper, oil of lemon, oil of eucaly- 
ptus, oil of amber, and, indeed, I think I may 
safely say that all the essential oils are cap 
able of undergoing this change under fayor 
able conditions. This process takes place 
more rapidly in essential oils when they are 
combined with alcohol. It is not, perhaps, 

enerally known that when these oils become 
highly charged with antozone they acquire the 
property of combining in all proportions 
alcohol. The bottles on the table marked 4 
all contain antozonized fluids, which have 
been artificially Eecqenen. Those marked B 
contain fluids which have become ant 
by a natural process. That they all contaia 
antozone may be readily proved by first adé- 
ing a drop or two of any one of them to & 
few drops of tincture of guaiacum, which 
ae en no change in its color, antozone 

aving no affinity for guaiacum resin; but 0D 
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placing the smallest particle of blood in con- 
tact with this mixture a beautiful blue tint 
will be developed. This result, according to 
Schén bein, is due to the fact that oxygen in 
the form of antozone cannot exist in the pres- 
ence of blood, but 1s instantly transformed 
into ozone, which, having a greater affinity for 
the guaiacum resin than it has for the constit- 
uents of the blood, combines with it and pro- 
duces its characteristic blue reaction. * * 

There were, however, certain difficulties to 
be overcome before this process for the de- 
tection of blood could be made available in 
medico-legal inquiries; the rome, perhaps, 
consisting in the rE number of substances, 
both organic and inorganic, which act on 

jacum and turn it blue. This difficulty, 
fpeevet, is removed by the fact that, with 
one or two known exceptions, which may be 
easily recognized, they all act on the ia- 
cum alone; whilst blood produces no change 
in the color of guaiacum, except in the 
presence of antozone. It is clear, therefore, 
that in testing for blood by this process we 
must always apply the guaiacum first, and if 
it be turned blue by the substance under ex- 
amination, we may infer, either that it is not 
blood, or, if blood, that there is also some sub- 
stance present which can blue guaiacum 
without the intervention of antozone. 

The difficulty of recognizing the blue reac- 
tion on dark cloth at one time threatened to 
mar the value of this a but it has been 
overcome by the simple expedient of placing 
a piece of white blotting-paper over the clot 
immediately after the tests have been applied, 
and gently pressing it. By this means perfect 
impressions of every minute spot 6f blue may 
be readily obtained. * * * * 

There is, however, one step in the process 
which must never be forgotten, and that is 
invariably to apply the guaiacum first, and if 
this be followed by a negative result, then to 
add a few drops of antozonized ether, when, 
if blood be present, oxidation and bluing of 
the een ay will speedily follow. 

Although, as I have already stated, a large 
number of substances are capable of becoming 
antozonized, and, as a consequence, of turning 
guaiacum resin blue in the presence of blood, 
I would much prefer, for medico-legal investi- 

tions, the use of Robbins’s Ozonic Ether. 

itisa very carefully prepared ethereal solu- 
tion of peroxide of hydrogen of a uniform 
strength, which is an obvious advantage in 
cases where great delicacy is required. The 
tincture of guaiacum used in this test need not 
be strong. It should be freshly prepared 
and in a perfecty unoxidized ad I 
make it for my own use by putting a few 
pieces of pure and unoxidized guaiacum resin 
into a small bottle and filling it up with alco- 
hol; after shaking it for a minute or two it is 

tfor use. It should be kept in the dark. * 

The test for pus is made by exposing a satu- 
alcohelic solution of guaiacum to the 

air until it has absorbed a sufficient quantity 
of oxygen to give it the property of turning 
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green when placed in contact with iodide of 
potassium. Perfecly sound tincture of guai- 
acum, such as should be used for the blood-test, 
undergoes no change of color in the presence 
of iodide of potassium. 

On this piece of paper there is a small quan- 
tity of pus. It is more than nine weeks old, and 
yet you will see that on moistening it with wa- 
ter and pouring a drop or two of oxidized tinc- 
ture of guaiacum over it a clear blue color will 
be produced. In operating on pus which has 
become dry it is always necessary to moisten 
it with water before applying the test. 

Although, for convenience sake, I have 
spoken of the tincture of guaiacum used in 
this test as oxidized, I am more disposed to 
think that in reality the oxygen is held ina 
state of solution, much as it exists in the blood. 

I can offer no very satisfactory explanation 
of the reactions which give rise to the bluing 
of oxidized guaiacum by pus. It may be that 
pus possesses the property of chemically 
polarizing the neutral oxygen contained in 
the tincture of guaiacum and splitting it up 
into ozone and antozone, and that the ozone 
thus generated oxidizes and blues the guai- 
acum. I may here remark, that prolonged 
exposure to air and light causes tincture of 
guaiacum to absorb antozone. It will then 
turn blue in the presence of blood alone, and 
is unfit for use in any of the color-tests. 

The test for mucus consists in the applica- 
tion, first, of oxidized tincture of guaiacum, 
which by itself undergoes no change in the 
presence of mucus, and then, in the applica- 
tion of carbolic acid or creasote, which quickly 
changes the color of guaiacum to a bright blue, 
although neither carbolic acid nor creasote 
will blue guaiacum alone. In testing for mucus 
on cloths, or when it is mixed with blood, it is 
necessary to use the carbolic acid pure ; but 
when the mucus is in a liquid state, it is bet- 
ter to use carbolic acid d.luted with alcohol. 

The test for saliva is similar to that for 
mucus, with the exception that the blue reac- 
tion produced by the oxidized tincture of 
iacum and alcoholic solution of carbolic acid is 
highly intensified by the addition of ozonic 
ether, or any other antozonied fluid. That 
this is not due to the presence of blood may 
be easily proved by placing a small quantity 
of saliva in a test tube and allowing it to stand 
for a few days; on carefully taking one dro 
from the surface and applying the test for sali- 
va, the above named indications may be ob- 
tained, but on taking asecond drop and apply- 
ing the blood-test, a negative result will ensue. 


Brom‘de of Iron. 


This is recommended by Dr. N. H. Norats, 
of Beloit, Wis., as almost a specific in involun- 
tary seminal emissions and spermatorrheea. 
He has given it three times daily, an hour be- 
fore or after meals, in doses of 3 to 5 grs., 
rubbed up in a little syrup ; at bedtime a suffi- 
cient quantity is given to produce good refresh- 
ing sleep, free from lascivious dreams, for 
which purpose 10 grs. are usually sufficient. 
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THE WOMAN’S MEDICAL COLLEGE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


This institution, advertised in another col- 
umn, has passed its majority. Having sur- 
vived the dangers of youth and adolescence, it 
has entered upon a vigorous adult career with 
high hopes and laudable purposes. It has 
been the most successful college of its class in 
the country, is well officered, and is thoroughly 
attached to the principles of legitimate medi- 
cine. It adopted the system of rotation in 
medical studies several years ago, and its facil- 
ties for imparting a thorough medical educa- 
tion are of the highest order, having a hospital 
of its own for clinical instruction, besides 
having almost the monoply, at present, of the 
wards of the Pennsylvania Hospital—which it 
should have entirely, while the managers in- 
sist on clinical lectures being delivered before 
mixed audiences of male and female students. 
That is a thing that should not be,and we 
trust that the male students of our respectable 
colleges will absent themseives from the 
amphitheatres of any hospital that tolerates 
it. There are plenty of hospital facilities in 
this great city without bringing male and 
female students together at clinics. 

The action of the Medical Society of Penn- 
sylvania, at its late meeting, in rescinding the 
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male physicians, and those connected in any 
way with them, advances the status of that 
class of practitioners with the general profes. 
sion. Whether this struggle will end in the 
admission of female members to our medical 
societies, and delegates to our associations, 
remains to be seen. Such a consummation 
we are not yet prepared to admit to be desir. 

















































able. : 
It has been claimed in the newspapers that re 
the delegate sent by the Woman’s College of 

Pennsylvania to the meeting of the American - 
Medical Association at San Francisco was di 
admitted. We do not understand that he was iss 
admitted to membership, but simply to a seat, ch 
and allowed the privilege of engaging in the - 
discussion on the question of his admission, ii 
which seems to have gone by default, not hay- ios 
ing been voted upon. “ 
' er. 

Is HEALTH SINFUL? hol 

The question we place at the head of this nes 
article will strike most readers as a needless Gor 
if not an absurd one. Some have maintained s 
ere now that sickness is often blamable, and wit! 
to a degree a sin. But that health is con- wi 
sidered a sin, in some cases, few or none have just 
fully appreciated. thes 
Yet such is the fact, and as we shall soon if w 
show, the opinion is widely recognized and of 8) 
obstinately adhered to. teres 
We were forcibly reminded of this, not long mak 
since, in reading an article in a popular maga- a sta 
zine, in which there occurred some severe lieve 
reflections on physicians. [hey were accused deser 
as a class of concealing the consequences of belie 
vicious habits in their patients, and defending and y 
them from the natural and just penalties count 
which follow certain infractions of the morsl Dr 
law, thus aiding in the extension and mait- tine } 
tenance of profligacy by rendering it safe and delini 
harmless. Of course, the writer’s reference so 
was chiefly to the prevention and cure of hai 
venereal diseases, and other results of illicit an 
intercourse between the sexes; and also any fe 








resolution forbidding consultations with fe- 





the prophylaxis of other diseases resulting 
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from vice, as delirium tremens, chronic opium | 


poisoning, etc. 

This writer could hardly have perceived 
clearly the ground-work of his argument ; for 
it is neither more nor less than that the main- 
tenance of health is a sinful act, and that a 
sound morality would lead us to become im- 
passive witnesses of the extension of disease, 
suffering and death. This we regard as a 
reductio ad absurdum. 

It is our belief that the physician is morally 
called upon to guard his patient from every 
disease to the extent of his power, and we see 
no reason for limiting this principle by the ex- 
clusion of those maladies which arise from im- 
moral habits. The victim of delirium tre- 
mens should not be left to suffer and die be- 
cause he is a drunken reprobate, who has 
brought it on himself. Nor should the suffer- 
er from venereal pollution be condemned un- 
holpen to his horrible death, because his sick- 
ness results from an infraction of the laws of 
God and the commonwealth. 


So far none of our readers will disagree 
with us. But we might not carry them with 
us in sentiment, were we to insist that it is 
just as much our duty to prevent as to cure 
these diseases—to put the extreme case, that 
if we know a means of personal prevention 
of syphilis, one which would render impure in- 
tercourse innocuous to health, that we should 
make it public and urge its adoption. This is 
a staggering problem, yet for our part we be- 
lieve it would be a fortunate discovery, and 
deserving of the widest publicity. We donot 
believe it would demoralize the community, 
and we do know it would save from suffering 
countless numbers of innocent people. 


Dr. CHAMBERS thought that in oxide of 
tinc he had found the specific prevention of 
delirium tremens, and he did well in urging 
its use. And we hold the principle sound, 
that in all cases we should diminish sickness 
to our utmost, not limiting its application by 
any form of disease whatsoever. 


Notes and Comments. 
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Notes and Comments. 


Poisoning by Stramonium Seed. 

Dr. J. M. MULLEN, of Pheenixville, Pa., re- 
cently had a case of poisoning by stramonium 
seeds. Mrs. R. took some “whisky-straight”’ 
from a bottle she found in the cupboard of a 
neighbor. Unfortunately for her the whisky 
contained four ounces of stramonium seeds to 
the pint, and was intended for bathing a rheu- 
matic limb with. It had been mascerating 
for two years. Between twoand three ounces 
were swallowed. Dr. Mullen was called one 
hour and forty minutes afterward. Mrs. R. was 
strongly under the influence of the poison, 
but whether she was poison-proof, or the 
poison was not sufficiently strong, or Dr. M.’s 
remedies were potent; the woman did not die. 


Photographs. 

We have received from E. H. & T. ANTHO- 
NY, 591 Broadway, New York, a very fine as- 
sortment of landscape photographs, including 
scenes in the Holy Land, in Europe, in New 
England and New York, and splendid views 
in California and the magnificent Yo Semite 
valley. The Messrs. ANTHONY engage to 
make good selections for any who send them 
orders. 





Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 


Cholera Infantum. 
Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER: 

In your journal you have often asked us 
country physicians to give you some of the 
results of our experience. While we recog- 
nize the truth, that, at the bedside of the sick, 
one fact is worth a thousand theories, many 
like myself are unused to writing, and there- 
fore many glimmers of light are again lost in 
darkness. I often see things in my medical 
journals which I had before observed, but 
never thought of reporting. 

Dr. MANSFELDE, in the first number of the 
present volume, recalls forcibly to mind the 
scenes of last summer. From March, 1870, 
through all the spring and summer, it was 
very dry and hot; as a consequence diarrhea, 
dysentery and cholera-infantum were very 
prevalent. About the first of July I saw the 
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first case of cholera-infanitum ; though I treat- 
ed this case according to the best light I could 
get, and the experience of a number of years, 
it soon succumbed to the malady. 

Knowing this to be but the prelude of what 
was to come, is it any wonder that I felt anx- 
ious, or that I should give the subject my 
earnest thoughts ? 

I soon resolved that with the next case 
another plan of treatment should be adopted. 
I had not long to wait, and now commenced 
with sub. nit. hismuth, grs. iij., tannin, grs. ss. 
every three hours, with paregoric or tinct.. 
opium q.s. to relieve the pain. For drink, 
which, in these cases, the little ones crave so 
much, I gave blackberry root tea. The effect 
of this treatment exceeded my expectations. 
Between July lst and October Ist, 1870, I had 
nearly fifty cases, and all urder this treatment 
recovered. The dose was, of course, varied 
according to age, and, sometimes, to meet cer- 
tain symptoms, the tannin changed for some- 
thing else, but this was the general plan of 
treatment. 

You will observe that this plan of treating 
cholera-infantum is, in some respect, similar 
to that of W. WALLING, M. D., in your jour- 
nal of December 24, 1870, and J. SENSEMAN, 
M. D., February 11, 1871. 

J. A. HUBBARD, M. D. 
Wanconda, Illinois, July, 1871. 





News AND MISCELLANY. 


The American Agriculturist on Quackery. 

The American Agriculturist is the most un- 
compromising paper on quackery of all kinds 
that reaches our table. It thus speaks in its 
August number of quackery in medicine : 


“ We are in continual receipt of the circu- 
lars and flaming sheets of perambulating doc- 
tors of immense pretensions, who advertise a 
place of business at some central point, usually 
at the West, and announce visits at specified 
eee on particular days. Some of them give 

undreds of names as references, and reports 
of scores of cases of remarkable cures. These 
are too numerous to describe in detail. We 
say positively, that one and all of these doc- 
tors are outrageous quacks. The names given 
are usually fictitious; those of well-known 
—— are used without permission, and the 
ew certificates that are genuine, when any 
are, are from weak, nervous people who have 
been cured of some imaginary disease by their 
faith in the pretentious claims of the quacks. 





Any man advertising to cure cancers is a 
i * 


swindler. (See our remarks on this subject 
last month, page 240.) 

“Weare asked our opinion of California Wine 
Bitters, Vinegar Iridin, and a hundred other 
nostrums. Ans.: If you have a mean, sheep. 
killiag dog, which you are too tender-hearted 
to get rid of by cutting his tail off close behind 
his ears, make believe he is sick, and dose him 
with any of these advertised medicines. 

“ Caution: Keep the bottles, boxes, or pack. 
ages in a safe place, where no human bei 
can by any possible mistake swallow any o 
the stuff. 

“* 'N. B.—This includes each and every adver. 
tised medicine, lotion, bitters, soothing syrup, 
nerve antidote, electrical sure-cure, etc., etc., 
etc., etc.,no matter how finely put up in glass 
or gilt parcels. You have our opinion, founded 
on much study and observation, and we have 
looked into medical science as much as half 
the ; doctors, and all the quacks in the coun- 
try. 


The Small Pox. 


Many European cities are suffering ex- 
tremely from small pox. In Florence it is 
creating great alarm and many are leaving. 
It has relaxed its severity in London and 
Paris, but many deaths still occur weekly. 
Much of this destruction of life is doubtless 
owing to unfounded prejudices against vac- 
cination. 

By way of impressing the ravages of small- 
pox in the pre-Jennerian period on poms 
minds in a manner more picturesque than that 
of ordinary statistics, Dr. John Gairdner 
(Edin. Med. Journal) selects the history of a 
few royal houses. Among the family of 
Charles I. of Great Britain, of his forty-two 
lineal descendants up to the date of 1712, 
five were killed outright by small-pox: his 
son, Henry, Duke of Gloucester; and his 
daughter, Mary, wife of the Prince of Orange, 
and mother of William III.; and three of the 
children of James 11.—viz: Charles, Duke of 
Cambridge, in 1677; es Queen of Eng- 
land, oat wife of William IIJ., in 1694; and 
the Princess Maria Louisa, in April, 1712. 
This does not include, of course, severe at 
tacks not fatal, such as those from which 
both Queen Anne and William III. suffered. 
Of the immediate descendants of his contem- 
porary, Louis XLV. of France (who himself 
survived a severe attack of small-pox), five 
also died of it in the interval between 1711 
and 1774, viz.: his son Louis, the Dauphin of 
France, in April of 1711 ; Louis, Duke of Bur 
gundy, son of the preceding, and also Dee 
in, and the Dauphines, his wife, in 1712; 
their son, the Duc de Bretagne, and Louis 
XV., the great-grandson of Louis XIV. 
Amongst other royal deaths from small-pox 
in the same period were those of Joseph I. 
Emperor of Germany, in 1711; Peter II., Ear 
peror of Russia, in 1730; Henry, Prince 
Prussia, 1767; Maximillian Joseph, Biectot 
of Bavaria, December 30th, 1777. 


. 
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Why Circles Please the Eye. 


ProF. MULLER, in a course of lectures in 

Berlin, offered a simple and mechanical ex- 
lanation of the universal admiration bestow- 

ed on these curves. The eye is moved in its 
socket by six muscles, of which four are re- 
spectively employed to raise, depress, turn to 
the right, and to the left. The other two 
pave an action contrary te one another, and 
roll the eye on its axis, or from the outside 
downward, and inside upward. When an ob- 
ject is presented for inspection, the first act is 
that of circumvision, or going round the boun- 
dary lines, so as'to bring consecutively every 
individual portion of the circumference upon 
the most delicate and sensitive portion of the 
retina. 

Now, if figures bounded by straight lines be 
presented for inspection, it is obvious that but 
two of these muscles can be called into action ; 
and it is ee | evident that in curves of a 
circle or ellipse all must alternately be brought 
into action. The effect then is, that if two 
only be employed, as in rectilinear figures, 
those two have an undue share of labor; and 
by re the experiment frequently, as 
we do in childhood, the notion of tedium is 
instilled, and we form gradually a distaste for 
straight lines, and are led to prefer those 
curves which supply a more general and eyua- 
ble share of work to the muscles. 


The Sunbeam. 


The greatest of physical paradoxes, says the 
Boston Journal of Chemistry, is the sunbeam. 
Itis the most potent and versatile force we 
have, and yet it behaves itself like the gentlest 
and most accommodating. Nothing can fall 
more softly or more silently upon the earth 
than the rays of our great luminary—not even 
the feathery flakes of snow, which thread 
their way through the atmosphere as if they 
were too filmy to yield to the demands of 
gravity, l.ke grosser things. The most deli- 
cate slip of gold leaf, exposed as a target to 
the sun’s shafts, is not stirred to the extent of 
a hair, though an infant’s faintest breath 
would set it into tremulous motion. The ten- 
derest of human organs—the apple of the eye 
though pierced and buffetted each day by 
thousands of sunbeams, suffers no pain during 
the process, but rejoices in their sweetness, 
and blesses the useful lighi. Yet a few of 
those rays, insinuating themselves into a mass 
of iron, like the Britannia Tubular Bridge,will 
compel the closely-kuit particles to separate, 
and will move the whole enormous fabric with 
asmuch ease as a giant would stir a straw. 
The play of those beams upon our sheets of 
Water lifts up layer-after layer into the atmos- 

ere, and hoists whole rivers from their 

eds, only to drop them again in snows upon 
the hills, or in fattening showers upon the 
plains. Let but the air drink in a little more 
sunshine at one place than another, and out 
of it springs the tempest or the hurricane, 
Which desolates a whole region in its lunatic 
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wrath. The marvel is that a power which is 
capable of assuming such a diversity of forms, 
and of producing such stupendous results, 
should come so gentle, so peaceful, and in so 
unpretentious a guise. 


Abortive Treatment of Felons. 


A writer in the Boston Journal of Chemistry 
says, one of the most painful afflictions from 
which any one can suffer is a fellon or whit- 
low; and as I have had great success in the 
treatment of thesé distressing forms of dis- 
ease, I will, with your permission, give your 
readers an idea of the method adopted. 

It is well known by physicians that pressure 
causes absorption, and in view of this fact, 
ten years ago I adopted the plan of applying 
several coatings of collodion over the finger 
or place where the pain is felt on its first ap- 
pearance. On drying the collodion c tracts 
with an even pressure, and if kept on for 
twenty-four hours the symptoms will usually 
enterely disappear. 

Of late I have been in the habit of soaking 
the affected part in quite a strong solution of 
carbolic acid for a few minutes before apply- 
ing the collodion. 

The pain for some hours will be quite se- 
vere, but an anodyne will afford relief. 


Cod Liver Oil in Eczema. 


A highly respectable gentleman r-siding in 
Charlestown, Mass., writes as follows to the 
Boston Journal of Chemistry regarding the use 
of Cod Liver oil in this affection: 

I have reasons to be deeply grateful for the 
valuable information with which your journal 
abounds. My child, 22 munths old, has been 
afflicted with eczema for 19 months. During 
that time it has received the attention of sey- 
eral skilful physicians, all of whom have pro- 
neunced it an uncommonly obstinate case. 
At the time I read the article on “ Cod Liver 
Oil’? in the May number of your journal, the 
child appeared worse than at any previous 
time. tts entire body was covered with the 
eruption. I suggested the use of the oil, 
dropping other treatment, and the child is 
now nearly well. Scarcely a trace of the dis- 
ease remains. This has been accomplished 
during dentition. 


CERTAIN colored rays of light are particu- 
larly favorable to the development in organic 
infusion of infusorial life, while other rays are 
more favorable for the production of micro- 
scopic forms of vegetable life. Thus M. 
Pouchet says. white light is the best fitted for 
obtaining the former result, after which comes 
the red ray, tuen the violet, the blue, aud finally 
the green ray. On the contrary, for the devel- 
opment of vegetable “ proto-organisms,”’ the 
green ray is best fitted; next to this the blue 
and violet rays ; and, ge & the white light ; the 
red ray hindering the developing of these 
organisms. 
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Standard Comjosition of Milk. 

Dr. J. EMERSON REYNOLDs lectured at 
the Royal Dublin Society on May 13, on the 
“Chemistry of Milk.’? According to Nature, 
it was proved by a large number of analyses 
of milk taken from cows fed in various ways 
in different — of the country, that milk is 
naturally subject to a very wide variation in 
the proportions of its constituents, and hence, 
that it is extremely difficult, if not impossible, 
to state with precision that a given sample of 
milk bas been adulterated with a certain 
amount of water. He suggested that milk 
should in future be judged according as it 
might reach or fall below a certain standard 
quality, fair alike to the vendor and the pur- 
chaser; and that milk falling below the stand- 
ard should not necessarily be stigmatised as 
adulterated, but simply haye a lower commer- 
cial value attached toit. The following is the 
standard proposed: Water, 87.0; butter, 3.5; 
casein, 40; sugar, 5.0; salts, .5. It has been 
hitherto impossible to speedily measure the 
proportion of the valuable casein of milk 
without recourse to elaborate chemical analy- 
sis. By means of a very simple contrivance, 
which was exhibited at the lecture, the pro- 
— of casein could be speedily ascertained. 

e may observe that, according to the Swe- 
dish experiments detailed in the Milk Journal 
of May lst, th: solids of milk do not fall be- 
low 114 per cent., under any changes of season 
and in various breeds of cattle, provided that 
they are well fed. 


The Yellow Fever in Buenos Ayres 

The Rev. Mr. Ash, the Chaplain of the 
British Legation at Buenos Ayres, has pub- 
lished a pamphlet respecting the late pesti- 
lence there, from which it appears that out 
of a population of 180,000 about two-thirds 
fled and about 20,000 perished, the mortality 
ranging from 490 to 600.per diem—more than 
1 per cent. of the inhabitants. The city is 
said to have been reeking with filth, ‘“‘steam- 
iug lik2 a dung-bi‘l whenever a hot sun came 
after a rain-fall.”’” The River Plate was so poi- 
soned that the fish died in it, yet this water 
was what the inhabitants had to drink. 
There were no drainage facilities, and what 
wells there were in the city were utterly unfit 
for use. On the 10th of April there were 540 
interm-nts. On the 16th the pestilence began 
visibly to decline; but it will require years to 
— the ravages of the epidemic. 

t is now said that the yeilow fever has al- 
most exhausted itself at Buenos Ayres. The 
depopulation is stated to have been about 20 
per cent of the inhabitants. No class escaped 
except the grave diggers. Of some 360 of these 
not one was attacked by the pestilence. Late 
advices report the fever as having broken out 
in a maligt ant form at Para and other South 
American ports. 


——The Society of Physicians of St. Peters- 
burg has elected Dr. BARNEs its Honorary 
Member. Hitherto the Society has not asso- 
ciated to itself foreign or houorary members. 
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German War Losses. 


The total loss of the German army during 
the recent. campaign was 112,000 privates, 
and 4,990 officers—a fearful destruction in so 
short a period. 


——Dr. J. W. Morton of Nashville, and the 
Rev. Fountain E. Fitts of the same neighbor. 
hood, have been engaged for several years in 
the cultivation of opium in Tennessee, and 
have succeeded this season in raising 50 to 
75 pounds per acre. They obtained their 
poppy seeds from Calcutta and Smyrna, and 
expect to be handsomely repaid for their ex- 
perimental labors. 


—tThe French physician, Dr. Brierre de 
Boismont, has discovered a new disease, a 
form of contagious mental alienation, from 
which, he states, the members of the Com- 
mune suffered during the late insurrection in 
Paris, and which he terms the morbus democra- 
ticus! 





QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Dr. T. C. McC., 1.—What you want for dilating the os 
uteri is the sponge tent. 


* Blindness” in a Young Girl. 


Eps. MED. aND SurG. REPORTER: 
A young girl of nervous temperament, well educated, 
delicately and tenderly watched over, has been afflicted for 
several mon bs with frequently occurring attacks of “Blind- 
ness,” as she terms them, lasting a few minutes, and 
lowed with headache, the blindness commencing with 
flitting, dark objects before the eyes, producing confusion, 
fear, and at depression of spirits. What is the cause, 
and what the remedy? Quinine, iron and strychnine fail 
as remedies. Can these symptoms be produced, or may 
they be the result of, solitary habits, or strong sexual desires 
and imaginations? QuERY. 
necticut, 





MARRIED. 


BANCROFT—JARVIS. June 20th, at St. John’s Church, 
Denver, Col. Ter., by Rt. Rev. pony A Randall, D.D., 
Dr, F. J. Bancroft, of Denver, and Miss Mary C. Jarvis, 
daughter of George A Jarvis, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

(New York papers please copy.) 

FLETCHER—WINTERBOWER. July 11th, at the resi 
dence of the bride’s mother, Mrs. N. M. Winterbower, in 
Hardin om, Ky.. by Kev. G. B. Overton, Dr. J. W. 
Fletcher, of West Point, Ky., and Miss Kate Winter- 
bower. 

McKENLIE—DURLING. June 21st, at egy 
Nathaniel S. McFetridge, of Oil City, Pa., Dr. William 
McKenlie, of Conshohocken, Pa, and Miss Alice Dur 
ling, of Easton, Pa. 

RitcHEY—BaTEs July 13th, at the Presbyterian 
Church, by Rev. Edward Johnson, Dr. E. P. Ritchey, 
and Miss Emma E. Bates, all of Petersburgh, Indiana. 


DEATH. 


BLACKMAN—At his residence * Avondale, near Cincit- 
nati, Ohio, July 19th, at 1014 o'clock, P. M., Dr. Georgep- 
Backman, aged 52 years. 

CLaRK—In Detroit, July 2ist, Dr. E. M. Clark, aged & 


years. 

Duntap—At Norristown, Pa., July 21, J. B. Dunlap, 
D.., in the 55th year of his age. 

GRAVES—At Louisville, July 18, Sarah Jane Graves, wift 
of Dr. James Graves, in the 53d year of her age, afverashor 
but painful illness of dysentery. 

STEADMAN—In Mifflinburg, Pa., July sth, Sallie Mc- 
Clellan, daughter of Dr. H. C. and Julia B. Steadms® 
aged three years and nine months, 





